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Hello, my name 
is Sean. 


/ 



Selling the magazine here has gone 
really well - my customers have 
helped me get back on my feet I’ve 
met David Cameron and he signed 
one of my magazines. When I came 
here my luck turned. I’ve finally 
found a place where things 
have clicked... Read more 
of my story on page 46. 
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THE ENLIGHTENMENT 
BOOKS 30 
FILM 33 

FOCUS & GEEK 35 
SAM DELANEY, 
EVENTS & MUSIC 36 
SPOT THE BALL 45 


WIN! 

YIP ISLE OF WIGHT 
FESTIVAL TICKETS 
WORTH MORE 
THAN £1000 

TURN TO PAGE 44 



• WE BELIEVE 

in a hand up, 
not a handout... 

Which is why our sellers 
BUY every copy of the 
magazine from us for 
£ 1.25 and sell it on to you 
for £ 2 . 50 . In this way we 
have helped hundreds of 
thousands of people to take 
control of their lives since 
1991 , and in the process 
created a global blueprint 
for social change. 


• WE BELIEVE 

in trade, not aid... 

Which is why we ask that 
you ALWAYS take your 
copy of the magazine - its 
a bloody good read and our 
sellers are working and need 
your custom. 

• WE BELIEVE 

poverty is indiscriminate... 

Which is why we provide 
ANYONE whose life is 
blighted by poverty with 
the opportunity to earn a 
LEGITIMATE income. 


• WE BELIEVE 

in the right to citizenship... 

Which is why The Big Issue 
Foundation, our charitable 
arm, helps sellers tackle their 
social and financial exclusion. 

• WE BELIEVE 

in prevention... 

Which is why Big Issue 
Invest offers backing and 
investments of up to £3m 
to social enterprises, 
charities and businesses 
which deliver social value 
to communities. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Write to: The Big Issue, Second Floor, 43 Bath St, Glasgow, G2 iHW 
Email: letters@bigissue.com Comment: bigissue.com 

FI facebook.com/bigissueUK '*** @bigissueuk 



(Last 

week’s 

cover) 


@bigissue 


COMMENT OF THE WEEK 


In the name of Dodd 

Steven MacKenzie overlooked one important 
point in his wonderful interview with Ken Dodd 
[May 9-15]. Doddy is able to hold his audiences 
for hours without ever resorting to swearing, 
crudeness or malice. He once said: “The 'Greats’ 
never swore. It’s not very articulate to start 
swearing. If you can’t get your point over 
without skill and words, I wouldn’t bother.” 

This was in an online article ages ago and was 
in stark contrast to Ewan McGregor’s interview 
in the previous week’s Big Issue [May 2-8]. 

Now I’m not comparing Ewan with the Squire 
of Knotty Ash, they’re both wonderful men 
who’ve made huge contributions to our national 
culture, but this set me wondering why we 
as a society have become so inarticulate that 
once-taboo words are now common currency, in 
print, on air and particularly in the street - and 
no one notices. In fact, the only insult is to people 
like me who are still uncomfortable with their 
use. I’m told I’m out of touch with reality, that 
everyone talks like that these days and that 




T 



they’re just words, 
for heaven’s sake: 
their use is de rigeur. 

But swear words 
are meant as an 
intensive, to be used 
sparingly at times of 
extreme reaction, not to be every third or 
fourth word in a conversation. And have you 
noticed the shift in taboos over the years? 
When I was young the f-word was strictly off 
limits although sadly the n-word was openly 
used by people who mistakenly thought it was 
a vernacular term with no offence intended. 

Now it’s the other way round - use the n-word 
today and you will be excommunicated from the 
bosom of society for life but the f-word is to be 
found on everyone’s lips. In truth, I don’t have 
any particular objection to these or any other 
taboo words but our language and vocabulary 
should be richer than that, and if we can’t 
express ourselves without resorting to such 
overworked epithets we need to try harder. 
Kenneth Bishton, email 


@aptaim 

RL m *Always* much to 
recommend in the 
@Biglssue - this time its 
mostly the ‘Sign of the times’ 
article & (astonishingly) a 
Ken Dodd interview 


@tweetmetoit 

My favourite part of 
this weeks @BigIssue 
is @ Geoffrey Rush! He makes 
me proud to be #Australian 


FEEDBACK 

LOOP 


Anthea Reilly wrote in to 
school us in the finer points 
of grammar [May 9-15] but 
these readers don’t think 
dumbing down is an offence. 


Hot pot 

The lady who has to live in a 
tent [May 9-15] should invert an 
earthenware flower pot over 
the lit candle. The pot will trap 
most of the soot particles and 
will act as a source of heat. I 
believe this technique was used 
in World War Two for heating 
Anderson air-raid shelters. 
Brian Lawrence, Kent 

Scary to think that the loss of a 
job often leads to the loss of a 
home and in a number of cases 
homelessness. It’s even scarier 
to think you’d be considered 

Robin Ince 
Qrobinince 

@Beathhigh I was 
pleased to find out that 
Ken Dodd is a fan of yours. 

That’s the sort of thing you 
learn from @BigIssue 


Ian Rankin 
@Beathhigh 

@Biglssue 
@robinince Sold! 


lucky to pitch up a tent in 
woodland to stay close to family. 
Ash Banks , Facebook 

Celebrating vendors 

Shout out to the lad who sells 
The Big Issue outside Tesco in 
Wine Street, Bristol, by the big 
tree. He’s there all day, rain, hail, 
snow or shine. He was smiling 
today and I bought a copy off 
him. Please help these people 
earn a few quid even if you only 
purchase once a week or month. 
Patrick, Irish lad living in Bristol 



Big change 

People often wonder what the 
small extra pocket on jeans is 
for. Mystery solved! It’s the 
Big Issue pocket, designed to 
carry exactly £2.50, so that 
there’s never any excuse for 
not buying a magazine! 

Gabriel Vogt , London 

Trumped 

Brendan O’Neill, I liked your 
column 'Trump is a monster of 
our own making’ and agreed 
with most of what you said 
[May 9-15]. But I think you 
accidentally did the same thing 
you critique the mainstream 
US media for when you said 
“The more media types say, 

'Oh my God, how has this 
happened?”’ because blasphemy 
is offensive to many people in 
the faith communities. 

It’s a symbol of a deeper 
faith-phobic attitude common 
among the elite and helps set 
the tone for our media and our 
national conversation, which 
is then more alienating to 
people of faith than it would 
otherwise be. 

Ben Niblett, email 


Dear Anthea, with respect, 
a 'decent’ education is a very 
subjective judgement but you 
should be grateful you received 
one. I’m not sure your teachers 
drilled 'dumbing down’ into 
you but that’s okay because 
surely language develops to 
include new ideas, evolving 
contexts and ways to express 
them. You might also care 
to ponder on a model for the 
'English’ grammar you 
mention, given that it is used 
daily around the world. It’s not 
'our’ language. The article you 
highlighted communicated a 
story effectively and, as you 
spotted, was engaging and that 
seems to be the point. Innit. 
BJaves (Mr), email 

There’s no reason why The Big 
Issue shouldn’t publish what 
a person has said, even if it 
ain’t good and proper English. 
Look at pl6: Geoffrey Rush says, 
“My mum wanted my sister and 
I to learn the piano.” Language 
is live and evolving and what 
we were taught at school many 
years ago maybe correct but 
certainly isn’t up-to-date. 

Mark Dobson, Oakham 
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£5 tickets for Under 35s 


www.wigmore-hall.org.uk/u35 


‘I think the impact is much greater in a direct 
performance scenario... it's exciting and fun, 
and you never quite know what is going to happen!’ 
Anna Sideris, young audience member 




‘When performers open up and release that 
barrier... that's when the magic happens.’ 
Rannveig Karadottir, young audience member 



Buy a ticket to selected concerts 

for just £5! 


Mahan Esfahani I Benjamin Grosvenor I Ailish Tynan I Roderick Williams 
Marc-Andre Hamelin I Florian Boesch I James Gilchrist I Julia Fischer 


Francesco Piemontesi I Tine Thing Helseth I Yaniv d’Or I Igor Levit 
Benjamin Appl I Les Ambassadeurs I James Baitlieu I Zoe Martlew 
Robin Tritschler I Adam Walker 1 Anna Huntley I Elizabeth Watts 


and many more! 


In memory of Peter Cain (1931-2013) 

A faithful supporter of Wigmore Hall, whose bequest is helping to give young people 
under the age of 35 access to chamber music and song recitals in the 2015/16 Season. 

DIRECTOR: JOHN GILHOOLY OQE 
36 WIGMORE STREET. LONDON W1U 2BP 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1024838 








THE EDITOR 


OFF THE GRID... 


Beyond Brexit, 
life goes on 



L ike a massive hovering 
zeppelin, the EU Referendum 
debate blocks light and eclipses 
everything. Guessing the next turn is 
like one of those kids’ adventure 
books that jump around the narrative 
according to which page the reader 
fancies next. You sense there is order 
but it’s not keen on revealing itself. 

Day to day things become MUCH 
more curious than any fiction. 

Ukip, the group who really brought 
about the Referendum, are beginning 
to fight like cats in a sack. At the very 
moment when their life’s work 
reaches its great crescendo, Nigel 
Farage attacks both Douglas 
Carswell, their only MP, and Neil 
Hamilton, their new, self-appointed 
leader in Wales. The agencies for 
Leave are showing more signs of 
splitting than a Monty Python sketch. 

On the other side, Benedict 
Cumberbatch and David Cameron pal 
up to push for Stay, on cultural 
grounds. Even though Benedict and 
his chums are pushing hard against 
the reforms that the PM and his 
culture secretary are making to the 
BBC. On cultural grounds. 

There is life beyond Brexit. And 
death, too. And it’s in death that two 
stories of hope emerge. 

Last week there was a memorial 
for Sir Nicholas Winton, the man 
behind the World War Two 
Kindertransport. He rescued 669, 
mostly Jewish, children from the 
clutches of Nazis in what was 
Czechoslovakia and moved them to 
new homes, new lives and a future in 
Britain. He died last year aged 106. 

Gathered in London were some of 
the survivors and their offspring. 
There are around 6,000 people alive 


today because of his bravery and self- § 

lessness. He did not stand by. He acted. ^ 
Still, he was haunted, it is said, by § 
a trainload of 250 children who were H 

c 

stopped before they could get out of | 
Prague. It is feared they were | 
murdered in a concentration camp. - 

Winton was a great man who, 
humbly, did a great thing. 

Also, last week Jane Little died. 

She was a musician, a bassist, with the 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. She 
died during a performance. What 
makes this story heartening and 
remarkable is that she was 87. She was 
in the middle of a rendition of There’s 
No Business Like Showbusiness. 

She had remained a working musician 
for her entire life, the oldest in an 
orchestra in the world. She worked 
with some of the greats including 
Stravinsky, Copland and Boulez when 
they were visiting conductors. 

Hers is a story that makes you 
happy to be around. 

When the Brexit debate begins to 
feel too much (I can be as guilty as any 
for revelling in the minutiae) we 
should remind ourselves that in the 
real world there are people doing great 
things. Sometimes they don’t shout 
about it. They should - not just life- 
enhancing folk like Winton and Little 
but the silent army of carers who look 
after millions of people every single 
day without public thanks, never 
mind proper pay. Without them, 
things would just grind to a halt. 

Brexit is important but until the 
moment of the vote it’s largely an 
exercise in whataboutery. In the real 
world, real things go on. We should 
remember. 


@pauldmcnamee 



FROM THE VAULT... MAY2007 N074S 

The Prince of Darkness, Ozzy Osbourne, graces 
our cover - talking life, death, heavy metal and reality 
TV fame. We also question whether Robert Mugabe’s 
violent reign over Zimbabwe is nearing an end. 



BIG BREAKFAST 

A 13-year-old who has been using his pocket 
money to buy breakfast for two rough sleepers 
every morning has become a media sensation. 
Hamish Anderson, from Bristol, stops on his 
way to school to buy a bacon and a sausage 
sandwich from Princes Pantry Cafe for 
homeless men Philip and Stuart. 

“I started because I kept walking past these 
men and one day I asked one of them what 
they had eaten for breakfast, and he said he 
didn’t really eat breakfast and that made me sad. 
Philip has a dog and sometimes I buy an extra 
sandwich for him,” Hamish told the Bristol Post. 
“It makes me angry at the government, that they 
aren’t doing more to help.” Hamish also raised 
£90 from a sponsored head shave, and the cafe’s 
owners spread the word about his generosity on 
Facebook. Hamish now has a GoFundMe page 
so he can keep the breakfast run going. 


STREET 
PAPER GOES 
FLAT OUT 

A German street paper 

is experimenting with 
buying property to offer 
at low rents to its vendors. 

Hempels, in Kiel, northern Germany, plans to 
buy mobile homes, which will be pitched on 
church property, and four small flats across 
the city to help settle vendors. The move is 
in response to a “staggering” rise in homeless 
people seeking refuge in shelters in the city. 



LONDON’S HOMELESS 
JESUS BENCHED 

Westminster Council has refused a local 
church group permission to install a bronze 
statue titled The Homeless Jesus, showing Christ 
sleeping rough on a bench, because it failed to 
“improve the character” of the area. Canadian 
artist Timothy Schmalz recently installed one of 
the statues in the Vatican. But the council says 
the proposed 
location - in 
front of the 
Methodist 
Central Hall - is 
a “monument 
saturation zone”. 
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Illustration: Mitch Blunt 
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KELLEY SWAIN 


How to get comfortable 
with your naked body 


W ould you prefer to 
draw a naked stran¬ 
ger or to be the naked 
person whom strangers are 
drawing? If you’re an artist, 
either side of the easel is likely 
par for the course. 

Life drawing, or drawing 
nude models, is an essential 
part of learning how to depict 
the human form. It’s striking, 
too, that in London, a city 
fraught with the concept of 
duration’, even this is being 
curated. At 'death-drawing 
salons’, nude but highly tattooed 
and often pierced models pose 
for artists. These salons are a 
trendy take on the classical 
approach of life modelling - 
posing for artists both nude and 
^ in clothes so they can practise 
3 drawing and painting. 
ll Having worked as an artists’ 
& model for much of my 20s, one 
2 thing stood out: sitting for a 
£ portrait class - in my clothes. 


where artists were working to 
paint a picture that looked like 
me - was much more intimate 
and exhausting than sitting in 
the nude. Our bodies, strange 
as it may seem, are not the most 
personal things about us. Some¬ 
thing like making eye contact, 
or using a first name, is. 

Most people think you’re 
very brave if you model. They 
either have stories of when they 
used to do it too or, more often, 
they’ll say that they never could. 
But the answer to how you feel 
about your naked body lies in 
how you feel towards the bodies 
of others, nude or not. I admire 
and respect the variety of body 
types that fill art galleries. 
They aren’t always svelte and 
gorgeous but they are always 
interesting - always real. 
It’s important to look back 
on classical art and remember 
that people have always 
had wrinkles, freckles and 


imperfect features. Painters 
have taught me that smooth 
and skinny isn’t interesting: 
they prefer someone weathered, 
who looks as if they’ve got a 
story to tell. 

When I consider my naked 
body, either in the mirror or 
painted on to someone’s canvas, 
I know where all the scars and 
grey hairs can be found. They 
aren’t always visible but I love 
them because I’ve earned them. 
These scars also help me relate 
to other people - I understand 
that those with the most highly 
polished facades are often 
trying hardest to cover what 
they fear are faults. Being 
unafraid of my naked body 
helps me embrace what’s true, 
faults and all. 


Author Kelley Swain’s new book 
The Naked Muse (Valley Press, 
£8.99) is out May 26 in paperback 


ABOLISH 

BENEFITS 

AND REPLACE THEM 
WITH A BASIC CITIZENS’ 
INCOME FOR ALL, SAYS 
READER CLIVE HOPPER 


Isn’t it high time the inefficient 
and bureaucratic benefits 
system was replaced by the 
Citizens’ Basic Income, paid 
to all irrespective of status? 

The current system can actually 
inhibit people from trying 
out different types of work, 
whether temporary, part-time 
or self-employed. 

I’m qualified in several fields 
of work but I’m nearing 65 and 
due to various circumstances 
and ageism I’ve ended up 
doing a multitude of temporary 
jobs. I for one would have 
welcomed the continuity 
and stability of a basic income 
- rather than suffer the 
frustration of the long-winded 
procedures for receiving 
benefits when in between jobs. 

Not only is the 
whole signing-on process 
expensive and inflexible, the 
stigma involved is totally 
unacceptable in the 21st century. 
A guaranteed basic income paid 
to all adults irrespective of status 
would free people up to switch 
between jobs, whether paid or 
unpaid, take up study or start a 



A dole queue in London, 1924 


business venture without the 
fear of not being able to pay 
for life’s basics. 

France, Finland and 
the Netherlands are among 
others looking into such a 
scheme. The time has come 
for the UK to give it serious 
consideration too. 


• Tell us about a campaign or 
issue you care about and the 
change you want. @bigissue; 
editorial@bigissue.com 
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Beginning with stillness 
t my faith be<omesja<tion. 



Photo: Alamy 


HIDDEN BRITAIN 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH WALKINGWORLD.COM 



No.75 

Five Rise Locks 

BINGLEY, YORKSHIRE 


B ingley Five Rise is a 
set of staircase locks, 
in which the lock 
chambers are joined together 
rather than being separated by 
intermediate 'ponds’ of water. 
They are wider, deeper and 
steeper than any other flight 
of locks in Britain. 

The locks have changed 
little since they were first 
built in 1774. According to 
a local paper, their opening 
was celebrated with "...the 
ringing of church bells, a band 
of music, the firing of guns by 
the neighbouring militia, the 
shouts of the spectators and 
the marks of satisfaction so 
important an event merits”. 

Water pressure on the 
uphill side of each lock gate 

«•) Share your photos of this Hidi 



keeps it tightly closed until 
the water levels on either side 
are equal, when the gate can 
be opened and the boat moved 
to the next chamber. 

Because working a staircase 
of locks is complicated, a 

n Britain and ideas for others @bigissu 


full-time lock keeper is 
employed by the Canal and 
River Trust and the locks are 
padlocked out of hours. 

Barry Whitelock has 
been the keeper at Five Rise 
since 1978, making him the 
country’s longest serving lock 
keeper. It takes between one 
hour and 45 minutes to go 
up and between 20 and 30 
minutes to come down. 


OS Grid Reference: SE107400 


Get instructions and OS map for 
this walk (ID 2968) for free until 
June 5 at walkingworld.com. 

Use discount code HB5 to access 
more than 6,000 routes for just £15. 

; editorial@bigissue.com 



FORWARD THINKING... No more grey. 

In a nation that spends £3m a year on hair dye, the promise 
of never going grey is tempting. Scientists at University 
College London have discovered the gene that, if switched 
off, could slow down or stop the march of grey. A DNA 
study of 6,000 volunteers revealed one form of the genetic 
variant is present only in Europeans. Its depletion, along 
with environmental factors, determines when we go grey. 
But don’t ditch the dye yet: an off-switch is still years away. 



CLIVE STANDEN 

VIKINGS STAR 

SCUBA DIVING 


My love of scuba diving grew 
out of a desire for a hobby 
I could share with my wife, 
Francesca. She is an amazing 
swimmer, I’m not, but diving 
is a great leveller. That is how 
we started but it takes over 
your life. I don’t like to go long 
without going under the water. 

Cave diving with great 
white sharks in South Africa 
was an exhilarating experience. 
Sharks aren’t the man-eating 
monsters Steven Spielberg 
paints them as in Jaws. They are 
intelligent and serene. When a 
great white swims up and you 
look into its great, dark eyes, 
it is quite profound. 

My bucket list includes 
diving under the ice in the 



Arctic and seeing a narwhal, 
and there is a dive in Iceland 
where you can touch the 
tectonic plates. 

You just never know what 
you will see. On a night dive in 
the Maldives all we saw were the 
torches, like lightsabers in the 
darkness, for the first 15 minutes. 
Then giant manta rays appeared 
all around us like angels, 
swimming into the light. 

I find such serenity in 
scuba diving. Just me and the 
fish. I always feel like Darth 
Vader because all you can hear 
is your breath. 


Vikings series three is on History. 

Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
is a non-profit marine wildlife 
conservation organisation: 
seashepherduk.org 
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TRAVEL IN STYLE THIS SUMMER 
WITH THE BEST IN ECO FASHION! 

Check out the fantastic summer collection, each item comes 
in a range of designs so there’s something for everyone 



Travel Bag 

£39.99 
plus P&P 


Adventure 

Backpack 

£31.99 plus 
P&P 
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F ikay produce these unique, stylish 
and meaningful fashion accessories 
from cement bags that would 
otherwise have been discarded. Not 
only that they also invest in the people and 
places behind the products, they equip widows 
and disabled adults in developing countries 
with a road map out of poverty by providing 
them with sewing machines, micro loans 


and training. Their unique model empowers 
individuals all over the world giving them 
sustainable work so they can support their 
families. These members of the community 
go on to become local heroes and sources of 
inspiration. By rethinking traditional supply 
chains Fikay continue to transform lives 
and through buying one of their products 
you can too! 


I THE BIG 

ISSUE 

I „ SHOP 



Every purchase through The Big Issue Shop directly supports the work we do, 
offering a HAND UP and a chance to earn a legitimate income to those 
affected by poverty. To check out these Fikay items and more products visit 

shop.bigissue.com 

NEED TO GET IN TOUCH? JUST EMAIL SHOP@BIGISSUE.COM 












Illustration: Lauren Crow 


JOHN BIRD 


And justice 
for all... 



T rump may get in. But will 
that be the end of western 
civilisation as we know it? 

When president-elect 
Andrew Jackson got in 
in 1829 he invited all of 
America to come to his inauguration. 
Thousands came and stood on chairs and 
so rubbished the White House that from 
then on it was 'invite only’. 

Jackson was considered a rough-hewn 
outsider, a frontiersman, a bit of 
a Donald Trump. Though without 
the property portfolio. The seventh 
president did some big things, not 
dissimilar to building walls to keep 
people out, as advocated by Trump. 

He had before his presidency annexed 
without congressional approval 
Florida; because "slaves and Indians 
were holed up” there. As president he 
moved thousands of Native American 
Indians wholesale in order to give 
their land to white settlers. 

So Trump’s wall might not be so out 
of keeping. And as much of the US of A 
was created out of annexed Mexican 
and Spanish land, perhaps the wall is to 
keep people out who are only wishing to 
return to their homelands of a few hundred 
years ago. 

What is so interesting about the US and 
their elections is that they are so openly 
about wealth. There is no subtlety. You may 
be of limited means, like Obama, but if 
they think you’ve got a chance they pour 
millions into you. 

Obama, though, like Bernie Sanders, 
relied on more of the nickels and dimes of 
the common people through the arrival of 
social media and crowd funding. 

Corporate America wakes up about 
election time and pours its millions in. For 
Hillary, if she gets in, it will be as much to 
do with her Wall Street backers as her 
politics. Though without being able to 
produce some credibility as a person of 
course all the money could be to no avail. 

Yes, even the president-to-be has to be 
seen as human, and having qualities that 
they will not lose on their way to the White 
House. Hillary can really come across as 


human, in the same way that her husband 
can and did. 

Folksy, honest, though continuously 
compromised and at times even exposed 
for duplicity. 

In the UK we do not go for American 
exaggeration, either in wealth or in faux 
pas. If you look at our prime ministers they 
have all been a bit plain compared to a 
Trump, or Reagan, or a Clinton. One cannot 
imagine a British political figure paying his 


Taking liberties: Trump is winning over jaded voters 

staff to go out and pick up 'women of the 
night’ as Clinton apparently did when he 
was governor of Arkansas. 

Nor like a John F Kennedy sharing girl¬ 
friends with leaders of the Mob; I can’t see 
one of our leaders getting away with that. 

Poor old, the late, Jeremy Thorpe may 
have paid for someone to shoot one of 
his male lover’s dogs but that’s about as 
racy as you get it over here. He is probably 
the last picaresque political leader we have 
had, according to a recent biography about 
him. But he wasn’t up there with Shagger 
Jack Kennedy. 

Recently I picked up a copy of The New 
Yorker and was astonished to see that 
the usual 30 or so cartoons that pepper 
the issue were all about what an 'arse’ 
Trump was. 

What’s going on there? Your potential 
next president? And you’ve got it so in for 
him that he is a laughing stock? 

But what if the laughing stock actually 
becomes president? There’s been duff ones 
before; why not another? 

What America has for some time to 


come, though who knows what a few 
decades will bring, is wealth and position 
in running the world. They generate a 
vast amount of the products and ideas 
that we take as representative of the 
contemporary world. They lead the 
consumeristic revolution that has fuelled 
the enormous increase in the gap between 
rich and poor. And they supply our young 
not only with the gadgetry of plenty but also 
the music and the images of modern life. 
America is not the lion overseas it 
was for much of the post-war world. 
It has surrendered its manufact¬ 
uring jobs and much of its industrial 
base to China and other economies. 
You may love an Apple but it’s made 
in China. 

Trump seems to be on the rise 
because he appears to be able to win 
people who have given up on politics, 
which seems to be moving towards 
a majority. Will President Trump 
lead us to a safer world? If he does 
get in he might want to refuse overseas 
involvement. 

Much of the United States’ diminishing 
is on the world stage; once as the police¬ 
man, then as the parking warden, now as 
the park keeper, so to speak. It will never 
regain its clout. 

Yet it runs the consumer empire, and 
innovates and invents and creates new 
ways of buying and selling stuff and makes 
immense fortunes for a few. As long as the 
consumer pours more of their hard-earned 
money into the stuffed-to-overflowing 
coffers of the immensely wealthy there will 
always be fortunes for the buying and 
selling of presidents. 

Trump may well be the future of 
America. He may be the most clear 
expression of that vast, unbelievable 
fattening of the few by the world’s billions 
of consumers. 

And it’s dreadful for some to think we 
may have had a part in it. 


John Bird is the founder and Editor in Chief 
of The Big Issue. @johnbirdswords 
j ohn.bird@bigissue.com 
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JULIA BRADBURY 


Anyone can end up 
homeless but we can 
all offer a hand up 



1 


T he smell of urine kept 
wafting over me as I wres¬ 
tled to find a comfortable 
position on the hard floor. 
I tried to tuck the scarf 
that Fd pulled over my eyes 
over my nose as well so I could escape the 
putrid stench. Piss never smells good. 
Certainly not when it’s been fermenting 
for God knows how long in a passageway. 
This, though, is the least of your problems 
when you’re a rough sleeper. 

I recently took part in a documentary 
- Famous , Rich and Homeless - for Sport 
Relief on BBC One, highlighting the issue 
of homelessness, which meant sleeping 
rough for a week. I’m not pretending I know 
everything about this ever-growing 
problem after such a short spell but it was 
one of the hardest things I’ve ever done. 
And I don’t know why they call it hough 
sleeping’ because you don’t sleep. 

After just a couple of nights, the sleep 
deprivation took effect, alongside the bad 
diet and humiliation of begging for money. 
I began to understand how hard life without 
a place to call home really is. You become 
physically and mentally drained, as well 
as grubby. Stolen moments in an accessible 
McDonald’s loo don’t really amount to a 
freshen up but the chance to brush your 
teeth and relieve yourself anywhere but 
the streets is welcome. Above all else, what 
I realised is that when you live on the 
streets you very quickly become invisible. 
And that’s a reality for thousands of 
people across the UK. 

My brief experience made me want 
to learn more about homelessness and 
what we can do to help people who exist on 
pavements and in ‘hostiles’, as the hostels 
are known. The response to the programme 
has been overwhelming. Millions tuned in, 
and hundreds of thousands of pounds have 
been raised for various homeless charities 
across the country. 

So when the BBC asked me to present 
another appeal on behalf of a charity trying 
to help the homeless in an inventive way, 
how could I say no? 

The charity, Church Housing Trust, 
helps homeless people rebuild their lives. 


whether it’s with basics like a towel and 
a toothbrush when they first arrive in a 
hostel or invaluable training to get them 
into work. 

During filming I met people who’ve really 
benefited from the projects they fund. 
My own experience showed me how easily 
and quickly your confidence can be damaged 
living on the streets. So I was fascinated to 



Bradbury appearing on Famous, Rich and Homeless 


“I don’t know 
why they call it 
‘rough sleeping’ 
because you 
don’t sleep” 


hear about a project called Street Buddies, 
which gives homeless people a chance to 
regain some of that sense of self-worth. 

Co-ordinated day-to-day by an organ¬ 
isation called Riverside Care and Support, 
Street Buddies are former homeless people 
who now volunteer. They go out in pairs 
on shifts to build relationships with 
entrenched rough sleepers. In many cases 
these are people who are distrustful of the 
services and turn down offers of help. What 
the Street Buddies bring is the credibility 
of knowing about homelessness first hand. 

As Buddies Dave and Richard explained 
to me, they take it gently, approaching 
people for a chat and maybe a coffee. They 
make it clear they’re simply there to talk 
and offer reassurance. If someone agrees 
to go to a night shelter or see a doctor, it is 
a really positive result. 

As well as building their own skills and 
independence in the Street Buddies project, 
Dave and Richard told me about the paid 
Grow (Giving Real Opportunities for Work) 
traineeships they have both been selected 
for. These involve 10 months’ training as 
support workers in hostels, where they 
gain experience which equips them for 
employment in the future. 

I’ve learnt a huge amount about 
homelessness and the issues behind it 
since my short time on the streets but one 
fact is certain: homelessness can happen 
to anyone. 

And there are all kinds of ways we can 
help, whether it’s volunteering, buying a 
Big Issue or donating money to a charity 
like Church Housing Trust that gives a 
second chance to people who’ve lost hope. 
I made some new friends during my time 
sleeping on the streets in London, and I 
experienced real human kindness when I 
was out there. There are so many people 
who care, so please give a second thought 
to that lump in a doorway next time you 
pass by. Beneath the dirty clothes and 
ragged sleeping bag is a human being. 


Julia Bradbury is a TV presenter. 

Watch the BBC Lifeline appeal on May 25, 
lpm on BBC Two or catch up on iPlayer 
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THE ACROBATIC 
SQUIRREL 

BY MICHAEL CROSSWAITE 

After years spent travelling and squatting, 
Michael ended up homeless in London with a 
drug habit. “I got into a hostel and eventually 
got myself clean,” he says. “Now I’ve got a 
flat and things are cool. With my painting, 
my thing is humour. The more ridiculous, the 
better. I loved Monty Python and the whole 
silliness thing. I think the world is a very silly 
place and hopefully this comes though in 
my pictures.” 


UNDER 
THE BRIDGE 

BY STEVE D’BEARD 

Black Space 
(eyes without a face) 
Poverty lingers 
like an ill-gotten taste 
giving up her secrets to no man; 
teaching lessons in life 
at every turn. 

Poverty taught me to be frugal 
how to beg, borrow or steal 
live on £1 a day to eat once a day 
the truthful instinctual perusal 
the unreal zeal 

blocking the thoughts of hunger 
the puerile senses; 
the basics on how to feel. 



W You can buy prints of some 
'/ artworks featured in Street Art 
through The Big Issue Shop, 
il At least half of the profit from 
w. each sale goes to the artist. 
\ Order at / 

\ shop.bigissue.com Am 


STREET ART 


In the near dark I found you 
sheltering from the storm 
under the bridge just like I was 
wrapped in mottled harsh cloth 
sitting on cardboard for warmth. 

You spoke many languages 
had a degree in anthropology 
and a penchant for gambling 
and alcohol; 
we shared a bowl 
of disregarded noodles 
in the rain. 


“I’m a street poet in Glasgow,” says Steve. 
“I’m in a homeless shelter and suffer from a 
personality disorder, anxiety, paranoia and 
depression. I use poetry as a way to voice 
homeless and mental health issues. Hopefully 
this poem will raise awareness or simply tell 
someone they are not alone.” 



◄ 

PARROTING 

BY CARUSO 

London-born Caruso, who submits his artwork 
via London homeless charity the 240 Project, 
paints and draws but is currently working with 
wire. ‘Art is relaxing, mind-easing, you get lost 
in it,” he says. “I stopped for a long time, did 
other jobs: personal computing, handyman, 
painting and decorating, things to put bread on 
the table. But I always liked art, I was good at it 
as a kid. My family aren’t artistic at all but I had 
something.” 


Street Art is created by people who are marginalised by issues like homelessness, disability and mental health conditions. 

Contact streetlights@bigissue.com to see your art here. 
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LETTER TO MY YOUNGER SELF 


Juliet Stevenson 

Truly Madly Deeply actress 


A t 161 really felt I was connecting to 
the world of ideas. It was around 
then English literature exploded 
in my head. I was listening to 
David Bowie and John Lennon, 
in the time of the four-day week, 
the Heath government, the huge 
polarising of the have and have-nots - I became quite 
politicised. I learned about social injustice, power, 
privilege, moral responsibilities. I was really on a 
journey of connecting to the world. I remember that 
time viscerally, I can go straight back. We never lose 
an age, we carry them all in us our whole lives. 

It was at 16 I saw my first Shakespeare play. 
Five actors in T-shirts and jeans came to our school 
and did a cut-down version of King Lear. I walked 
into the school hall one person and walked out a 
changed person. I was just astonished and enrap¬ 
tured by the play and the language. And I identified 
very strongly with King Lear. Eve always puzzled 
over why a 16-year-old girl should identify so much 
with King Lear but if you look at the play, he’s volatile, 
loses his temper, he has a strong sense of injustice as 
he discovers poverty, a world that is very unequal. 
And he is racked by guilt about his own privilege. 
All those qualities are very teenage really. 

Looking back, I see myself as very gauche. 
I had two brothers but I’d been in boarding schools 
since I was nine due to my dad being in the army. 
So I was very socially unconfident about boys and all 
that. I was skinny, quite a late developer. I wasn’t very 
comfortable in my body. I had secret loves but not very 
inhabited love affairs. I’d tell that teenager not to 
worry - quite soon you’ll discover there’s a world out 
there where it’ll be okay to be yourself so just hang 
on in there. I’d also tell her, regarding her eyebrows 
- there is a point when you should stop plucking. 

I never thought I’d be a movie star. You have to 
feel confident about the way you look to feel that. 
So when I made Truly Madly Deeply I thought, God, 
how amazing, to be on a 30 foot-high screen. Making 
that film gave me enormous confidence. It validated 
what I hoped would be true; that the integrity of the 
work will get you there. There’s an awful lot of other 
stuff in our business - who you know, who you 
schmooze, how you look, all the social and sexual 
games I found confusing and didn’t want to do. 
But with Truly Madly Deeply I worked with this close 
group of friends - Alan Rickman, Anthony Minghella, 
Michael Maloney - and made a film with integrity. 
And it opened up a lot of career doors for me. 

I’d like to tell my younger self, you’re going to 
be in a position to make a real difference one day. 
So much of my life has come as a surprise to me. Even 
when I was at drama school I didn’t think I’d be a succ¬ 
essful actress. I assumed I would be one of the unsucc¬ 
essful ones. In my 20s I thought I’d been so lucky with 
my career I’d have to pay the price for that by not find¬ 
ing a man I’d want to settle down with, and not having 
the children that I craved. So to have a partner whom I 
adore - we’ve been 23 years together - with a bunch of 
children... Sometimes I feel, when the house is full 
of people and I’m cooking, God, isn’t this amazing! 


I don’t think men have their trajectory 
interrupted very much, and women do. You have 
to work harder and harder against the sense that 
you’re losing value as you get older. You’re trying to 
protest against that value system, yet you also have to 
play the game a bit. I found turning 40 very difficult. 
I still struggle with being introduced as a 'veteran’ 
actor, going to France and being a madame instead of 
a mademoiselle. I’d love to go back to my younger self 
and tell her it won’t keep getting harder. In fact it will 
become easier. I’m actually really enjoying my 50s, 
and I never thought I’d say that. I used to worry about 
what visual image I should project. Glamour was a 
long reach for me. Now I finally feel confident about 
myself - I can stand up and talk about what I believe 
in and be who I am and accept the fact I’m not going 
to please everyone. 

My 16-year-old self would have disapproved 
of some of the work I’ve done. I try not to do 

rubbish but you have to pay the mortgage. And 
some years there just aren’t the scripts. Sometimes 
you do the big money projects to have the luxury 
of doing the interesting, challenging work at the 
Royal Court or the Old Vic for take-home pay of 
about £300 a week. I’m quite happy with that now 
- I’ve got children, I’m a breadwinner, I have to 
pay bills. But my teenage self would have been very 
judgemental. 

I really loved my older brother, who died 15 
years ago when I was expecting my youngest 

child. That’s 15 years of lost conversations. If I could 
go back in time, I’d love to claim those back. And my 
dad died when I was 35. That’s my big sadness, he 
never knew my children. He would have loved to see 
the fine young adults they’re growing into. He was a 
great appreciator. And I look at my brother’s 
daughter, my much-loved niece, and her lovely 
four-year-old boy - he didn’t know him either - and I 
think he’d have taken such joy from him. But I talk to 
them both all the time in my head. My brother loved 
driving and whenever I’m going round in the car 
desperately looking for somewhere to park, and 
somebody pulls out to give me the perfect space in 
central London, I always say, 'Thanks darling’. 

If I could go back and have one more time in 
my life again, it would be about 16 years ago when 
we were all - my partner Hugh, and my son and 
daughter - in Australia. My daughter was six and my 
son was just born. I’d longed for a second child and I’d 
finally had him. I finished filming for the day and we 
all went for this amazing lunch. We were sitting on a 
tiny Chinese junk boat chugging out to the Great 
Barrier Reef, sun beating down, baby in a pouch 
on my chest, my six-year-old daughter swimming 
alongside the boat with porpoises next to her. And I 
thought, oh my God, it couldn’t get better than this. 
And I knew it at the time. I seized it. I sat on the deck 
of that boat with the sun and the sky and the sea, 
everyone in their element, and I thought, life couldn’t 
be more fully lived than it is at this moment. 


Departure, starring Juliet Stevenson, is in cinemas 
Interview: Jane Graham @Janeannie 



From the top: A young 
Juliet Stevenson; with 
the late Alan Rickman in 
Truly Madly Deeply, 1990; 
alongside her partner of 
23 years, anthropologist 
Hugh Brody 


IN 1972 
THE YEAR 
JULIET 
STEVENSON 
TURNS 16... 

Eleven Israeli 
athletes are 
murdered by 
terrorists at the 
Munich Olympics / 
Apollo 17 lands on 
the Moon 
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“You have to work against 
the sense you’re losing 
value as you get older” 
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STREET 

LIFE 

Robert James Campbell was a photographer 
in New York in the late 1950s and early 
1960s. He captured a city coming of age, 
as well as some legendary musicians like 
Dave Brubeck and Chuck Berry\ before 
a series of misfortunes left him homeless , 
forgotten. He died in 2002 in a Vermont 
homeless shelter, leaving behind a 
massive and chaotic cache of photographic 
negatives and prints. Those were discovered 
by Jessica Ferber, who explains how she 
pieced together Campbell's story... 



A fter Bob died I met with the property 
manager of the apartment that he was 
living in and picked up about six to eight 
huge cardboard boxes full of photos. I had no idea 
what was in them. A lot of negatives were matted 
together. I thought whatever is in here is going to 
be trash. But then in another box I found some 
contact prints and paper materials. And I found 
the contact prints of the Modern Jazz Quartet, 
and that was the first thing I found that made me 
think there was more worthwhile material. It took 
me years to identify people in the photographs. 
I had taken a jazz history class after I had 
graduated, coincidentally, so I started recognising 
people from my textbook. 

Bob moved to New York City on his 
25th birthday. He started photography 
in the late 1950s and early’60s. He hung 
out in the clubs before he rigorously 
started taking pictures, so he was more 
of a hobbyist photographer and jazz- 
lover who happened to get into the field. 

He would be in Birdland and between 
sets would play the bass. I think he had 
a very approachable calm demeanour, 
he knew everyone personally. 

He left New York City and went to 
Los Angeles and was buddies with 
(singer-songwriter) Tim Buckley. He 
was a kind of a groupie and started taking work 
on movie sets. I don’t know what happened 
between working in LA and moving to New 
England. His mother died, his entire family died 
off. And then he had a stroke when he was in his 
mid-50s. That left him hearing impaired. It 
changed him. People who knew him at this time 
said he was always very willing to work. He would 
cement a kerb at a gas station, and with the money 
he made he would buy movies and films. I don’t 
think he ever had the mindset to plan for the 
future. He lived for the moment, always, and then 
just ran out of money and time. EED 



Mississippi 
John Hurt 


- 


Jessica Ferber has compiled a book of Campbell’s jazz 
photography. Rebirth of the Cool: Discovering the Art of 
Robert James Campbell (Powerhouse Books) is out now. 
Interview: Brian R Page, INSP.ngo/Street Roots 
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A STAR 
AWAKENS 



D aisy Ridley, aged 24, has shot 
to stardom faster than the 
Millennium Falcon makes the 
Kessel Run (which is less than 
12 parsecs). This time last year 
the highlights of her CV ran 
to a cadaver on Silent Witness, 
a girl in Casualty who has an 
unfortunate accident riding a ghost train, and a part 
in The Inbetweeners 2 that ended up on the cutting 
room floor. Today, however, she is the biggest name 
in the galaxy (or to be precise, a galaxy far, far away) 
after playing Rey in Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 
which blasted box office records around the world. 
Currently filming the yet untitled Episode VIII along¬ 
side The Big Issue’s special correspondent Mark 
Hamill, Ridley takes a break from lightsabre training 
to talk to Steven MacKenzie about how fantasy films 
help us deal with reality, her latest role as a Studio 
Ghibli heroine in Only Yesterday, a blockbuster in 
Japan 25 years ago but not released in the West until 
now, and our mutual colleague... 


Daisy Ridley : I have The Big Issue in my hall with 
Mr Mark Hamill on the front interviewing Ray Davies, 
who he is the biggest fan of. 

The Big Issue: During the interview he said he 
used to sing a lot of Kinks songs onset while 
filming the original films. I don’t know if he still 
does that... Daisy Ridley : Yip. He is so obsessed 
with Ray Davies, it’s hilarious. And he does the 
most amazing impression of him. It’s brilliant. 

You provide the voice for the Studio Ghibli 
film, Only Yesterday , being released for 
the first time next month. After Rey, is it 


exciting to play Taeko, another strong female 
character? It’s funny that people don’t say: 
“This film had a really strong male protagonist, how 
do you feel about that?” Obviously because the 
conversation’s happening it’s something that’s still a 
problem. I’m very pleased to so far have represented 
two wonderful, nuanced, three-dimensional female 
characters in my short career and I will continue to 
hopefully do that. 


Only Yesterday is 25 years old so obviously strong 
female characters have existed for a while, they 
just seem to have taken a while to catch on. 

It is very weird. And Only Yesterday would be 
groundbreaking in its portrayal of a woman now. 
It does seem kind of crazy. It’s probably just another 
example of Japan being way ahead of the curve in 
terms of that - gender in cinema. 


Where does your love for Japan come from? 

My mum, when she didn’t know she was pregnant 
with me, had sushi and got very sick. Maybe it’s some 
weird cycle. The history and the culture is incredibly 
rich and so far-reaching. In a week-long visit I 
literally couldn’t have fitted in more things. We went 
to Harajuku - where the girls are so modern and stylish 
in their own incredible way - and we went to Kyoto, 
which is steeped in history. Going to Japan honestly 
felt like coming home . I don’t reajly know where it 
comes from but it’s only grown. 

I’m not a Japanese girl who gr; w up in the 1960s.. 

Neither am I. 


...but the story of Onl 
girl reaching a crossroai 
universal. Absolutely. 



Yesterday , about a 
in life, is completely 


IN A LAND FAR. FAR AWAY,.. 

Japan was Daisy’s first stop on the 
worldwide press lour last December 
of Stef Wars: The Force Awakens, 
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What do you think the message of the 
film is? Um. I don't really know. I think the 
message is going to be different for 
different people. The message is... even if 
you feel like you're missing something 
from your childhood you can find it in your 
adulthood. The message is... if your family thinks 
you're over the hill you can still find someone and 
fall in love. But I don't know. I wish I had an answer. 


What did it mean to you? The thing I liked about it 
was that Taeko feels so held back by the burden of her 
memories, then [her childhood self] says it's okay and 
lets her go. And it's kind of amazing. Once she is free 
of that she can move on and make the changes in her 
life that she wants to. 


TABOO 

Disney signed a 
deal to distribute 
most of Studio 
Chihli's films 
in America but 
didn't release 
Only Yesterday 
apparently because 
it dealt with the 
taboo subject of 
girls having penods. 


What are the main differences between Studio 
Ghibli films and other animated films? I don't 
know... This is a great interview, isn't it? “I don't know, 
I don't know, jabber jabber.'' The main difference is 
it's hand drawn, which is how Disney and everything 
started. And the stories tend to be a wonderful mix of 
magic and reality that takes you on a journey. 

It’s also quite different to most animated films you 
see in cinemas here. For example, your character 
asks at one point: “Are market reforms making 
agriculture difficult?” The conversations they have, 
you don't think you're going to be entertained but 
*^the^re obviously saying so much more. And her talking 
abo ut periods - which are never talked about... It liter¬ 
ally makes no sense. Half the population experiences 
them. Why on Earth aren't they talked about more? 


Only Yesterday is animated, Star Wars is a science 
fiction film - they are clearly not real and yet the 
emotions you feel while watching them certainly 
are. It's like falling in love. You're looking at a person 
and you grow feelings for them but the thing you 
feel is not tangible. You know what it feels like, 
you understand where you feel it in your body and 
you understand there's some kind of connection. 
God, this is getting philosophical. People meet and 
sometimes they have an amazing connection and 
sometimes they don't. It's that unwritten stuff that 
the best film-makers can display. 


What was the first thing you watched that you 
fell in love with? It was Howl’s Moving Castle. 
My mum took me and my sisters.l t was like something 
I'd never seen before, this insane othen> i M'lilly lliing.. 
It's the wonderful world of cinema - in different 
languages and different cultures it touches you no 
matter what. 


It is strange that fantasy films can have a 
stronger emotional impact than a documentary 
or the news on TV. Maybe that's because people are 
able to express themselves more easily when it's tied 
to something that's not totally real. People reveal more 
in a casual conversation than they would if you sat 
down and asked them about things because then you 
overthink it - 'what am I thinking, what am I feeling?'. 
When you watch something you feel removed from, 
it becomes that incredible thing of it feeling very close 
and very far away. You experience all this stuff at 
the same time and probably have a bigger emotional 
reaction than reading a newspaper and just seeing 


THE BIG ISSUE / p22 / May 23-29 2016 











COVER FEATURE 



facts and figures. Instead, you see someone’s life play 
out, their soul, and the way they react and respond to 
the world around them. 


JOURNEY S END? 


jMASSIVE SPOILER ALERT] Is that why Han 
Solo’s death ii \ The Force Awakens seems sadder 
than the thousands of people who die in the real 
world every day? No, I don’t think it’s any sadder. 
It’s just that people die so awfully every day that if 
you experienced every grief the whole world would be 
a dark, dark place. So many awful things happened 
last year, and I guess Han Solo dying, which was one 
of the last moments of the year, is some weird way of 
people experiencing that. People are weighed down 
by awful things that are happening and what they see 
on the news. If everybody puts a piece of themselves 
into Han Solo and Han Solo dies - in the cinema, where 
it’s dark - you can express it and it alleviates some of 
the pain. His death is obviously not as important as 
actual lives that are lost but people probably use it as 
some kind of carrier for the grief. 

That was very philosophical. If it makes sense. 
People will be like, this girl is so annoying. I’ve never 
said that before so next time I’ll hone my answer. fiH 


Imagine Pixar decided to shut up shop tomorrow. 

Or that Disney’s animation department was frozen. 

That is exactly what is happening to Japans most prestigious 
and best loved film-making company Studio Ghibli. After 
20 films, including the Oscar-winning Spirited Away, still the 
highest-grossing film in Japan, Ghibli stated it was undertaking 
a period of “housecleaning” with the retirement of lead director 
Hayao Miyazaki. The termination of film production has 
been discussed, and at the moment When Mamie Was There, 
released next month, will be Ghibli’s last film. 

Ghibli does things the old-fashioned way, hand-drawn 
animation in an increasingly digitised world. Simple stories told 
with restraint; soulful, with every scene pulsing with heart. 

The stories are a mixture of dreams and madness and are so 
personal they speak a universal language. These elements are 
nowhere more apparent than in the masterpiece Only Yesterday. 
Although it was made in 1991, it is being released in the UK 
for the first time as part of the Studio Ghibli retrospective. 

Set in the 1980s, it follows 27-year-old Taeko as she reaches 
a crossroads in life and she is haunted by memories of her 
younger self growing up in the 1960s, struggling with the oh so 
ordinary but oh so universal issues of young love, school strife 
and the onset of puberty. 


Only Yesterday is screening as part of the Studio Ghibli 
Forever retrospective running in cinemas across the UK. 
When Mamie Was There is released on June 10; 
studioghibliforever.com 


Simple stories, beautifully told... 

Daisy Ridley plays the grownup Taeko opposite Dev Patel as the 
boy she slowly falls for. “When I watched it for the first time I was 
shocked at how mature and simple and still and stirring the film 



Awakens; below left: 
Hayao Miyazaki, lead 
director of Studio Ghibli; 
below right: Dev Patel 
(who voices Toshio) 


KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY 

Daisy has two sisters as weli 
as two older step-sisters from 
her father’s first marriage. 

She fa the great grand-niece 
of Dads Army star Arnold 
Ridley (Private Godfrey). 


its a bit of a palate cleanser to what’s out there right now.” 

The key to Only Yesterdays success - and perhaps the success 
of all animated or fantasy films - lies in the Japanese proverb 
that its director Isao Takahata had in mind while making it, which 
translates to “send the beloved child on a journey”. 

“I like that,” says Patel. “On that process of travelling they grow 
up and understand themselves better. Travelling’s a beautiful 
\ thing because it allows you to connect with lots of people 
1 and forces that you’d never meet but at the same time it’s a 
1 very isolating process, an introspective process. I can really 
w relate to that as a human being. I think travelling has been 
- for someone who dropped out of school - a big part of 
f me growing up. The first time I started travelling was when 
f I was 17, around the time of Slumdog Millionaire, when I was 
colliding with different perspectives and people.” 

That is what cinema can do better than any 
other art form - take people on a journey, 
d \ Whether that is to a mythical time in 
K Y Japanese history, a world where superheroes 
mf \ exact justice, a galaxy far, far away, or a 

I film dealing with a more personal tale, the 
1 journey begins and ends, inevitably, inside 
| the viewer. Even if Studio Ghibli never 
\ makes another film, the journeys it 
I can take people on 
\ are endless. 


Main image: Toshio and 
Taeko in Only Yesterday, 
inset left: Daisy Ridley 
as Rey in The Force 


was,” Patel says. “You look at films now and everyone needs a big 
device, a hundred Avengers, but this is about someone enjoying 
the simplicity and beauty of life. The DNA of the film parallels 
that - the way it’s made, the way its captured. You could say 
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STATE OF THE NATIONS 


NOBODY WANTS 
ANEW COLD WAR’ 

Immigration, terrorism, Britain’s fate in Europe, and the state of 
Russian democracy under Putin. As the world faces tumultuous times, 

The Big Issue turns to one of the defining characters on the global stage. 

Reformer and ex-Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev covers the Ukraine 
crisis, Europe’s future and the 'outstanding’ Margaret Thatcher 


RUSSIA AND UKRAINE 

Today, it is tremendously important to look at things in a sober and balanced way. We need to 
remember that there are global challenges and interests common to all mankind, problems that 
it will be impossible to solve if the leading powers in the world fail to co-operate. In other words, 
it is time to turn again to the basic postulates of the New Thinking we proposed to the world when 
tensions between East and West were at their height. 

I have to admit that I did not anticipate the events that are severely testing not only the 
relationship between Russia and Ukraine but also the prospects for global politics in general, and 
which could bring the world to the brink of a major disaster. 

Everything I see happening causes me immense pain. The stakes are too high, the risks and 
dangers too great. I feel an obligation to explain how I see the situation, and my ideas on how to 
find a way out of it. For every Russian, Ukraine and our relationship with it is very special. Historical, 
cultural and family ties between our countries, which for so long existed within the framework of 
a single state, are so long-standing and close that we empathise very directly with what is 
happening on our neighbour’s territory. 

What is essential is a coherent, constructive dialogue both at the international level and between 
the political forces in Ukraine. The foreign 'players’ have much to answer for over their behaviour 
at every stage of the Ukrainian crisis. The country has been tested to destruction and now it is 
time for some constructive help. Next, we need the broadest possible dialogue between all 
responsibly minded forces in Ukraine on how to rescue the country and rebuild a national 
consensus. After all that has happened, the mutual recrimination, the hostility, the bloodshed, 
that is going to be extremely difficult. We should have no illusions but at the same time, there is 
no alternative. We have to get on with it. 

Above all else, Ukraine needs nationwide agreement on its constitutional arrangements and 
the basic direction of its domestic and foreign policy. The Ukrainians themselves are the only 
people who can reach such a consensus but an absolute prerequisite is that the interests of all 
nationalities, sections of the population and regions must be taken into account. As far as the 
foreign policy of the Ukrainian state is concerned, one of its first priorities should be getting 
its relations with Russia right. I have no doubt the majority of Ukrainians not only know that 
but desire it. That is something the West too needs to understand: it is time its leaders stopped 
trying to draw Ukraine into Nato. 

The Ukrainian crisis has provoked a serious and dangerous deterioration of relations between 
Russia and the West. US President Obama has declared that Russia must be isolated; he and other 
western leaders have refused to negotiate with the Russian president in the G8 group of nations. 
Economic sanctions against Russia have been introduced, co-operation in many areas greatly 
restricted, and decisions are being taken to strengthen the military presence of Nato in countries 
adjacent to Russia. All this is very reminiscent of the Cold War era. 

What can and must be done to stop a dangerous slide, to avoid a new division of Europe and the 
world? I note that both Russia and the countries of the West have stated that they do not want a 
new Cold War. All is not yet lost: a certain level of communication persists. 

There have been signs of attempts to break the vicious circle bedevilling relations between 
Russia and her western partners. Escalation of mutual sanctions has been halted, thanks to 
restraint on the part of Russia. Brussels has expressed willingness to negotiate a free trade zone 
between the European Union and the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. 
Co-operation is improving, albeit with difficulty, within the framework of the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe to consolidate the ceasefire in Ukraine. 

We must, however, face up to the truth and acknowledge that it has not so far proved possible 
to pull relations back out of their nosedive. That is damaging both for Russia and her western 
partners, and for Europe as a whole. Instead of leading change in a globalised world, Europe > 



Use your head, Putin: 
Gorbachev talks of his 
dismay at the actions 
of the Russian leader. 
Main image: an official 
portrait from 1989 
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London 

WWT Vteiland Centre 


Visit wwt.org.uk/london 
for full details. 

Queen Elizabeth’s Walk, 
Barnes, SW13 9WT 


rfv, 3-fuman 'Writes 

Human Writes is a long-established organisation 
founded for the purpose of befriending prisoners on 
Death Row in the United States through letter¬ 
writing. Although based in the UK, we have 
members from many countries and our organisation 
is well known and internationally respected. Just 
under 3000 prisoners are currently held in harsh, 
lonely conditions, and letters from the outside 
world are often their only contact while they await 
their execution dates. A prisoner in Ohio recently 
wrote " It's hard to find pure human beings that 
have a motive to encourage and uplift someone in 
need. A lot of people have turned their backs on us 
and most of them are immediate family. To have 
someone reach out despite what a person has been 
accused of and comfort the individual as much as 
possible with no judgement at all, is just amazing. 
I didn't even know that such people existed." 

If you would like to know more about joining our 
organisation or becoming a penfriend, please send 
an SAE to 

3-Curnan 'Writes, 

4 Lacey Grove, Wetherby, West Yorks, LS22 6RL, 
e-mail hur nanw ritesuk@vahoo.co.uk 
or visit our website at www.humanwrites.org 




29-31 July 2016 - Reading , UK 

The world's greatest collection of teachers in 
yoga, meditation and wisdom gathered together 
in one glorious 3-day open-air festival. 

www. YogaFestivaf. World 

tl W ww.ta cebook.com/woridyogafest i&wQddyogafest 
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STATE OF THE NATIONS 


has become an arena of political upheavals, rivalry for spheres of influence and, finally, military 
conflict. The inevitable consequence is a weakening of Europe in the face of a rapid rise of other 
centres of power and influence. Europe is losing its distinctive voice in world affairs. 

There is no question but that the politicians have a difficult job to do, and quite often think that 
we, with our declarations and initiatives, merely get under their feet. But is it not a fact that 
politicians, by ignoring the demands and warnings of civil society, have made numerous mistakes, 
for which most often it is not they who pay but ordinary citizens, sometimes in their hundreds of 
thousands, in their millions? That is why we do not keep quiet. 


BETTER TOGETHER? 

In Greater Europe, as I envisage it, the role of sovereign states must be retained. Pan-European 
organisations and integrated associations cannot replace them or squeeze them off the 
international stage. Countries like Britain, France and Poland, because of their great traditions 
and extensive contacts, have every right to play an important part in the development of Europe, 
and Russia should pay particular attention to relations with them. 

I have strong, longstanding relations with these countries and their leaders. I have been a regular 
visitor to them also since leaving the Kremlin. Much links me with the United Kingdom and 
London, which is where I first encountered Margaret Thatcher, a unique and outstanding 
politician. I have been to London many times, and enjoyed memorable visits to Edinburgh, Glasgow 
and Aberdeen. I have warm memories of charity evenings to raise money for the Raisa Gorbachev 
Children’s Institute of Transplantology and Haematology, which were attended by the elite of 
British society: prominent politicians, cultural figures, businessmen and writers. 

Almost every time I was in London, I met Margaret Thatcher. In the United Kingdom, her legacy 
as prime minister is controversial and our contacts were by no means all sweetness and light. 
I have not forgotten how, during my first visit in 1984, at an official dinner at Chequers, we 
quarrelled so violently that we turned our backs on each other. Raisa, sitting on the other side of 
the table talking to Denis Thatcher, told me afterwards she had noticed and feared it might torpedo 
the visit. There were other fraught moments in our relations, but there was no denying that Margaret 
Thatcher was an outstanding political leader with a clear outlook, strong wifi and determination 
to achieve her goals. 

She never wavered in her support for Perestroika, never questioned our sincerity, accepted that 
the Soviet leadership was firmly committed to reform, that success in that area was a possibility 
and that it would benefit everyone, including the West. Moreover, she never tried to offer glib advice 
about how we should act. 

I remember shortly before my resignation she said at a pan-European meeting in Paris: 
T understand that things are not easy for you at present, but what you are doing is laying 
foundations for many decades into the future. I am sure everything will work out/ 

She was far from approving uncritically of all the ways Western leaders behaved towards us 
after she was forced to resign as prime minister. Shortly before I was due to leave after the London 
G7 summit in July 1991, she asked to meet me at the Soviet Embassy and, without warning, started 
laying into other Western leaders for failing to genuinely support Perestroika. 'Look what they 
have done!’ the already former prime minister, Baroness Thatcher, exclaimed. 'Now, just when 
things are most difficult for you, they have confined themselves to rhetorical support. As politicians 
they are not worth tuppence! They are incompetent. They have let you down!’ 

Of course, like any other leader, she did not always get things right. Suffice it to recall her 
reaction to the Reykjavik summit: 'One more Reykjavik and we wifi be finished!’ I told her more 
than once that she seemed to enjoy sitting on a nuclear powder keg. Her neo-liberal approach to 
the economy, although it played a role in correcting the British system as she found it, has not on 
the whole stood the test of time and exacerbated many social problems. 

We remained friends for many years. In October 2005,1 stopped in London on my way to the 
United States to give Margaret my best wishes on her 80th birthday. My daughter Irina was with 
me and we pondered long and hard over what to give her, before settling on a beautiful vase of fine 
porcelain. Of course, our conversation was not confined to birthday pleasantries and we discussed 
current political events, issues and leaders. Margaret was very definite and critical and suddenly 
said, 'Mikhail, do you really not wish you could be at the helm again?’ I was surprised. To be honest, 
Margaret did not look all that well and her memory sometimes let her down. In any case, I felt we 
had to give a new generation of leaders their chance, and said as much. 'Well I do!’ 

Thatcher replied emphatically. 

I have often met Margaret Thatcher’s successors and visited No. 10 Downing 
Street. All of them have tried to do their best for their country, but in terms of force 
of personality and leadership qualities, Thatcher remains unchallengeable. SUD 


This is an exclusive extract from Mikhail Gorbachev's book The New Russia 
(Polity Press, £25), which is out in hardback on May 27 




Gorbachev and Thatcher 
bond at Chequers, 1984; 
with Reagan during the 
Reykjavik summit in 1986 
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HEALTH 


viridian 

Wha t on Earth 
is an ethical 
\ vitamin? / 


in i* in 


findahealthstore.co.uk 


If you've ever examined a food label, 
worried about the chemicals in your 
face cream or questioned the 
environmental impact of your 
washing up liquid - then, chances are. 
you will find plenty to interest you in 
a specialist health store. 

Health stores are more than places 
to buy your bran and vitamins, they 
have a wealth of knowledge on all 
things natural, ethical and 
environmental. 

Discover the difference between, and 
considerable benefits of, shopping in 
independent health stores rather 
than mass-market outlets. 

With thousands of different natural 
products to choose from, health 


stores are a one-stop shop for 
everything natural, ethical and 
environmental: wholefoods, organics, 
raw foods, allergy-free foods, 
vitamins, minerals, herbs, amino 
acids, sports nutrition, essential 
fatty acids, cruelty-free bodycare, 
environmental-friendly household 
cleaners, recycled paper products - 
some even stock eco-paints, organic 
clothing and vegetarian pec foods. 

Health stores have staff who are 
qualified and/or experienced in 
helping with a wide range of health 
conditions including Acne, Allergies, 
Children’s Health, Digestion, Energy. 
Fatigue, Hair, Skin & Nails, Heart 
Health, Joint Mobility, Mood, 
Menopause, Men's Health, Mouth 


Ulcers, PMS, Sleep Disorders, Sports 
Performance, Urinary Health,Weight 
Control,Women's Health & much 
more. Don’t be embarrassed to talk 
about any health concern, they’ve 
heard it all before - and helped! 

Health food stores come in all shapes 
and sizes - that’s the beauty of 
independent shops, they are quirky, 
passionate and individual. 

A huge improvement on the clone 
high street chains. 

There are more than 1000 
independent health stores across 
the UK, to find your nearest, 
visit our stockist locator at 
findahealthstore.co.uk 


This advertisement to promote the specialist independent 
health store is brought to you by Viridian Nutrition. 


viridian 

The leading brand of ethical vitamins 
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THE 

ENLIGHTENME 


TREASURES 


THE REAL 
ATLANTIS 

Twenty years ago French 
underwater archaeologist 
Franck Goddio discovered 
the sunken Egyptian cities 
of Canopus and Thonis- 
Heracleion, submerged for 
over a thousand years in the 
waters off Alexandria. Colossal 
statues to the gods, everyday 
objects, riches and treasures 
were uncovered, revealing new 
insights to the links between 
mighty ancient civilisations in 
Egypt and Greece. Immerse 
yourself in their extraordinary 
stories at the British Museum’s 
new exhibition. 

► Sunken Cities: Egypt's 
Lost Worlds, until November 
27; britishmuseum.org 
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Not a level playing field 

Meritocracy sounds great - but someone’s still on the bottom rung, says James Bloodworth 


with more VHS 
cassette tapes on the 
shelves than books. 
Marxist theoret¬ 
icians, with their neat 
little categories for 
every conceivable 
type of human being, 
would probably 
have described my 
childhood as ‘petit- 
bourgeois’. 

In some ways I 
have transcended my 
class since then. In 
other ways I haven’t. 
I have a smaller 
income today than 
many of my former 
childhood friends but 



T o be socially mobile is to 
escape. It is to escape one’s 
class either financially or 
culturally or it is to do 
both. This, at least, is 
how social mobility and 
aspiration - projected on to the wider 
canvas of society as the desire to create 
a ‘meritocracy’ - is most commonly 
understood by politicians. 

I grew up in what I have always 
thought of as a 
normal, classless 
family. It was char¬ 
acterised by small¬ 
town life, middling 
incomes and homes 


of meritocracy. When ‘fairness’ is talked 
about it refers to fine-tuning the elite 
rather than abolishing it altogether. Don’t 
tax the rich too heavily because you might 
be rich yourself one day. Strive enough and 
you can get on too. Even social democrats 
will stand up today and defend to the death 
your right to be unequal to the next man 
- as long as ‘merit’, rather than inherited 
wealth, has placed you on your allotted 
wrung of the ladder. 


Know your place: John Cleese, Ronnie Barker and Ronnie Corbett show some class in The Frost Report, 1966 


I also possess a good deal more of what 
is sometimes called ‘cultural capital’. I 
listen to Radio 4, dine occasionally at fancy 
restaurants, and a pleasurable afternoon 
is synonymous with the smell of the mouldy 
paper in one of those moth-eaten book 
shops just off Leicester Square. 

I relay these biographical scraps to make 
the point that escaping one’s class - as I 
and many others have endeavoured to do 
- is something that is encouraged in Britain 
from an early age. As a society we no longer 
celebrate the common man - unless the 
common man has ‘pulled himself up by his 
bootstraps’ and is no longer common. 

This is the meritocratic ideal, defined 
as ‘a social system, society or organisation 
in which people have power because of 
their abilities, not because of their money 
or social position’. Britain may not be a 
meritocracy but politicians of all stripes 
wish to move us in that direction. 

Escaping one’s class is a defining feature 


Yet the word meritocracy was origin¬ 
ally coined as a warning. In his 1958 book 
The Rise of the Meritocracy the Labour 
politician and author Michael Young 
characterised the socially mobile society 
of the future as one in which the extreme 
stratification between rich and poor would 
persist; it would simply be reordered so 
that those with ‘merit’ (IQ + Effort) would 
sit at the top of the pile. 

As I write in my new book, The Myth of 
Meritocracy: “Whereas economic suprem¬ 
acy was hitherto attributed to good fortune, 
in the meritocracy such fortuities have 
been eliminated. The new society still rises 
on the crooked backs of the poor; yet it has 
meticulously sorted the deserving from the 
undeserving using the unimpeachable 
IQ test. As in the past, the underclass 
still sinks like a stone; however the 
entrepreneur has been freed from his 
bondage of having to bequeath to the poor 
man any of his miserly charity.” 


If this sounds dystopian, it should - it 
is pure fantasy. Even if a meritocratic 
society could be brought into existence, 
the inequality it legitimised would be its 
undoing. Inequality has a tendency to 
reinforce unequal prospects and tear up 
‘equality of opportunity’. There can never 
be a ‘level playing field’ when such disparate 
rewards divide the top from the bottom. 
This is why the most unequal societies in 
the world are also the least socially 
mobile. Politicians 
can ultimately build 
an egalitarian 
society or a merit¬ 
ocratic society. They 
can’t do both. 

Not that this is 
likely to halt the 
rise of the merit¬ 
ocrats. Most reput¬ 
able studies suggest 
that intelligence - 
or IQ - is around 50 
per cent heritable. 
For some this is 
enough to justify 
the growing - and in 
their minds ‘natural’ 
- gap between rich 
and poor. 

As Boris Johnson 
put it in 2013, 
“the harder you 
shake the pack, the 
easier it will be 
for some cornflakes 
[the clever ones] to get to the top”. 

Yet if the distribution of merit boils 
down to the lottery of IQ, why not draw 
the opposite conclusion - how can it be 
fair to punish those who simply missed 
out in the random shaking of the pack? 
Ought Britain really to condemn people 
to poorly paid drudgery based on what is, 
in essence, mere chance? 

It’s time for politicians to cast out 
the meritocracy. Whereas a more equal 
society would ensure that everyone 
could live well, the meritocratic order, if it 
could exist, would exist to remind the 
wretches that they fully deserved their 
wretchedness. 


James Bloodworth’s The Myth 
of Meritocracy: Why working-class 
kids still get working-class jobs 
(Biteback Publishing, £10) is out now 
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TOP 5 BERLIN 
NOVELS 
CHRIS PETIT 


m 1. BERLIN 

. jjL ALEXANDERPLATZ 

SJSh} Alfred Doblin 

* A radical slant on people and 

place at the end of the 1920s, 
and the slide 
into fascism, told via the 
heartrending story of 
homicidal romantic Franz 
Biberkopf - petty criminal 
and chump. A great city novel. 



2. BLACK LIST, 

SECTION H Francis Stuart 

Stuart, a renegade, poet and 
dreamer, fled repressive 
Ireland for the ambiguities and 
comparative fleshpots of 
Hitlers Berlin, recalled here in 
his autobiographical novel. 
Drift and transgression were 
his guiding stars, and the 
Berlin section on life in 
wartime is unparalleled. 


dKWtoh 



3. FUNERAL IN BERLIN 
Len Deighton 

Hipper than Le Carre, 
Deighton came up with 
pop-art titles (Horse Under 
Water ) where 
Le Carres did what it said 
on the tin (The Spy Who 
Came in from the Cold). 

Even with an obvious one 
such as this, the twist is in the 
title. Early Deighton book 
covers are still the best. 
Perfect cold war package. 


■np 4. A LEGACY 
img Sybille Bedford 

mm History’s playthings: Berlin 

family saga set in the vanished 
age of the Kaiser where future 
fault lines are impeccably 
nailed, with none of the 
obviousness of hindsight. A 
peerless observer, Bedford is 
one of the great stylists of the 
20th century. 



5. THE WALL JUMPER 
Peter Schneider 

Pretty simple really, in the best 
sense: how different characters 
in a walled city deal with the 
walls in 
their heads. 


The Butchers of Berlin 
by Chris Petit (Simon 
& Schuster) is out now 
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SUNSET CITY / GIRLS ON FIRE 

Crime of passion 

A noirish look at fiery female relationships 



T he intensity of young 
female friendships 
makes for a feverish 
backdrop to two fine 
American novels out this week. 
First up we have Sunset City 
by Melissa Ginsburg, a noirish 
and atmospheric crawl around 
the darker corners of Houston 
in the company of the rather 
wasted Charlotte Ford. 

Charlotte works in a coffee 
shop and is drifting through life 
when she hears that her former 
best friend Danielle has been 
brutally murdered. The fact 
that Charlotte recently met 
with Danielle at the request of 
Danielle’s estranged mother 
makes her death hit hard, 
and Charlotte finds herself 
compulsively drawn to find 
out what happened. 

But it’s not pretty. Danielle 
was working as a stripper, then 
latterly as a prostitute and in 
porn, and as Charlotte descends 
into drink and drugs she gets 
to know all the worst characters 
of that world. There’s Brandon 
the porn director and occa¬ 
sional lover of Danielle, then 
there’s Audrey, the fellow porn 
actress and deeply troubled 
individual. Putting the pieces 
together is a relatively straight- 
laced cop who nevertheless 
begins to get close to Charlotte. 

The set-up is very much 
in the noir tradition but 
Ginsburg’s prose lifts Sunset 
City out of the ordinary. Before 
this debut novel she was best 
known as a poet, and there is a 
dark lyricism to her writing, a 
confident rhythm that dips 
and flows subtly. The book is 
dripping with atmosphere, and 
while Charlotte is not without 
her hang-ups, she’s also riveting 
company - Ginsburg does a 
great job of eliciting empathy 
for her. Sunset City is a terrific 
and stylish modern noir tale, 
and it places Ginsburg firmly 
on the literary map. 

While the intense historical 
friendship between Charlotte 
and Danielle forms the 
backstory for Sunset City, a 


similarly obsessive relationship 
is centre stage for our next 
book, Robin Wasserman’s 
Girls on Fire. 

Wasserman has previously 
written young adult fiction but 
this first novel for adults focuses 
on the intense relationship 
between two teenage girls in 
the small town of Battle Creek. 
The book is set in the early 
1990s, and a love of Kurt Cobain 
threads through the pages, as 
straight girl Hannah Dexter 
gets led astray by newcomer 
Lacey. Lacey rechristens 
Hannah as Dex, and the name 
gives Dex a new spark, the pair 
setting about drinking, taking 
drugs and causing mayhem, 
fuelled by their joint hatred for 
local queen bee Nikki. 



Sunset City 

Melissa Ginsburg, paperback 
Faber & Faber, £12.99 

Girls on Fire 

Robin Wasserman, hardback 
Little, Brown, £12.99 


The book opens with Nikki’s 
jock boyfriend committing 
suicide, and with rumours of 
satanic cults in the town there 
is a paranoid and chaotic feel 
to Girls on Fire, a simmering 
tension that always threatens 
to rip the town apart. 

As the plot moves forward 
Dex begins to realise the truth 
about Lacey’s very dark past. 
But by then it’s almost too late 
for her, she’s already besotted 
with her domineering friend, 
and in too deep to extricate 
herself. The propulsive nature 
of the plot feels fatalistic at 
times, as the two girls hurtle 
towards a terrifying and 
inescapable climax. 

Wasserman’s control of plot 
and atmosphere are exemplary, 
and the voices of her teenage 
girls are completely believable. 
Their obsessions and hatred are 
laid bare on the page, and it’s to 
Wasserman’s credit that the 
story never feels self-indulgent 
or forced. Another great writer 
with a very modern take on 
teenage angst gone wrong. 


Doug Johnstone @doug_johnstone 
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Ticke 


from £12 


Crystal Pite 
Jonathon Youi 


Betroffenheit 

A deeply emotional experience 


Sadler's Wells Theatre 

sadlerswells.com 
020 7863 8000 
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IAIN SUTHERLAND 


'backtothi; $t;a 


A LONG-AWAITED COLLECTION OF FOURTEEN NEW SONGS 
FROM THE LEAD SINGER AND SONGWRITER OF 

THE SUTHERLAND BROTHERS 

BEST-KNOWN FOR ARMS OF MARY, SAILING, THE PIE, 
EASY COME EASY GO, AND MANY MORE... 


OUT NOW AND AVAILABLE FROM 
AMAZON UK & US, BIRNAMCDSHOP.COM 
iTUNES, AMAZON MP3, GOOGLE PLAY, SPOTIFY 
& IN STORES THROUGH HIGHLANDER DISTRIBUTION 


Pressing, design, promotion and distribution by birrtOm^Q CD PR DESIGN ONLINE 


The Gory Stories Behind The Most 
Popular Murder Ballads 


“Compulsive stuff’ - Ian Anderson, froots, 
on the Tom Dooley story. 

Available directly from Soundcheck Books, Amazon and all good booksellers 




ISBN: 978-0-9929480-7-8 • Price £16.99 • Paperback 

www.soundcheckbooks.co.uk 
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THE DAUGHTER 


Out in the open 

Australian family drama shows that secrets from the past 
can be devastating. Is honesty always the best policy? 

I 


u 


1 did a bad thing/' an old 
man says in The Daughter. 
The confession comes from 
, Walter (Sam Neill), a softly 
spoken retiree who spends his remaining 
days in a sanctuary for injured animals he's 
made from chicken-wire in his back yard. 
Walter is explaining to his teenage grand¬ 
daughter Hedvig (Odessa Young) why, many 
years ago, he served time in jail. But the line 
could apply to any one of the characters of 
this sombre, beautifully realised Australian 
family drama. This is a mournful, desper¬ 
ately moving film about the destructive tally 
the sins of the past can visit on us, and 
the unshakeable inheritance of regret. 

The Daughter is adapted by director 
Simon Stone from his 2011 stage production 
of Henrik Ibsen's The Wild Duck. It takes 
place in an isolated small town in New South 
Wales. The weather is damp and sunless, 
the forest-covered landscapes a sprawl of 
dark greens and muted browns. You could 
almost mistake it for the rural depths of 
Ibsen's native Norway; at the very least it's 
a stark and quietly desolate setting for a 
stark, quietly desolate drama. 

Returning to this town after years in the 
US is Christian (Paul Schneider). What 
brings him home is the wedding of his long- 
widowed father Henry (Geoffrey Rush) to 


his much younger housekeeper but it's not 
an occasion Christian views with relish. 
Played by Schneider as if in the grip of 
adolescent angst, the petulant Christian is 
leaving an unhappy marriage in the States 
for a troubled stay with his father whom he 
still blames for his mother's suicide. 

Christian reconnects with school friend 
Oliver (played with gruff soulfulness by 
Ewen Leslie). Devoted husband to Charlotte 
(Miranda Otto), loyal son to Walter and 
loving father to Hedvig, Oliver's an optimist, 
exuding upbeat Aussie charm to 
Christian's Nordic-style gloom 
(in a film of exquisitely drawn 
character detail, the friendship 
between these polar opposites 
is the only false note). So when 
the logging firm Oliver works 
for closes, he faces uncertainty 
with resilience, drawing strength 
from his family - particularly 
Hedvig on whom he dotes. But 
the security Oliver, Charlotte 
and Hedvig have built, which 
provides the one spot of warmth in a drama 
otherwise full of wintry despair, is 
threatened by Christian's discovery of a 
hidden scandal from his father's past. 

We're conditioned into thinking honesty 
is the best policy in relationships but The 



Daughter proposes something more provoc¬ 
ative as Christian debates whether to spill 
the beans to Oliver and Charlotte. Ignorance 
might be the preferred option, especially 
since the alternative is raking up a scandal 
long forgotten by those involved. Christian 
might feel a moral duty to share his discovery 
but his resentment towards his father is 
surely the prime motivating factor. 

Christian stalks the couple at his father's 
wedding, poised to reveal all. This is truth¬ 
telling as a predatory act; shattering an 
illusion out of a desire to cause damage. 
Christian has armed himself with this secret 
knowledge, like a bomb primed to explode: 
it lends the film a mood of dreadful tension, 
maintained throughout with control. 
The Daughter is as gripping as any thriller. 

Handling shifts in tone from acutely 
observed vignettes of small-town life to 
scenes of tragic ferocity with deft assurance, 
this is an impressive fully-formed debut 
from Stone. It's stunningly performed, too, 
with special mention to Odessa 
Young: a newcomer but every bit 
as commanding as her veteran 
co-stars like Geoffrey Rush. 


Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind is re-released 


FINAL REEL... 

Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, Steven Spielbergs 1977 
film about ordinary Americans 
affected by witnessing an alien 
space craft, is re-released this 
week. A winning blend of 
otherworldly spectacle and low-key suburban 
realism, it’s one of the directors best films. 


The Daughter is in cinemas from May 27 

Words: Edward Lawrenson @EdwardLawrenson 
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MURDER 

MURDER 

FROM fltESTliUfPU&UE JHR£I,AH^ TWliJVI^ 



25/5 The Bell Inn. Bath 
26/5 Undertone. Cardiff 
27/5 Grapevine. Exmouth 
28/5 Stramash, Edinburgh 
29/5 McChuills, Glasgow 
30/5 Vintage Fair. Cardiff 
1/6 Magic Garden. London 
2/6 Doctor's Orders. Sheffield 
3/6 Telford's. Chester 
4/6 Fire in the Mountain Festival 


12/5 Colter’s Pub 


13/5 Whelan’s. Dublin 


14/5 JJ Harlow's. Roscommon 


15/5 Bronte Club. Rathfriland 


17/5 Bar 236, Prestatyn 
18/5 Late Lounge. Rhyl 
19/5 The Caledonia, Liverpool 
20/5 Bar 236, Prestatyn 
21/5 Private Party, Bristol 
24/5 Golden Lion. Bristol 


Northern Canada's Murder Murder are a string band with suitcase 
percussion that creates a unique blend of bluegrass and outlaw 
country. Virtuosic musicianship and powerful harmonies are 
backed by a wealth of original and traditional murder ballads. 

More at murdermurder.net 


Come and spend the day or the weekend in Margate: Plenty to do! 

Margate Rock 8t Blues 2016 

Saturday 18th June, 3:30-11:30pm 
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SPECIAL GUESTS: From Sleepy 
Hollow, New York 


| The Stambovian 
Circus of 
Dreams 
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DJ: WENDY MAY’S LOCOMOTION 


Margate Winter Gardens 

Fort Crescent, Margate CT9 1HX | REAL ALES & FOOD 

Tickets: £27.50 £30 on gate (if available) | wristband access in and out of venue 

Box office: 01843 292 795 | www.margaterock.com 


A new dance theatre 

production by Spain’s 
Aracaladanza, inspired by 
Leonardo da Vinci, for 

everyone aged 5-105! 


UK PREMIERE 


LET youk. 


TOURING 

NATIONALLY 

05 MAY-13 JUNE 

FIND YOUR 
NEAREST VENUE AT 

MOKODANCE.COM 

MOffo 

DWFE 


Aracaladanza in association with 

MOKO Dance present 


IMXCINXTtQN TXKE FLIGHT 



Q /MOKOdance 
¥ ©MOKOdance 
#Vuelos 


ARACALADANZA 
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ARTS COUNCIL 
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OOH MATRON... 
CARRY ON IS 
BACK! PLUS, 
MARGOT ROBBIE 
LEADS HER 
OWN SQUAD 



Get ready for sides to split 
and chortles to ensue, as 
plans are afoot to resurrect 
the Carry On films. Quite 
how they’ll work in an era 
where innuendo has given 
way to japes about genitals 
remains to be seen but the 
writing team behind Two 
Pints of Lager are working on 
Carry on Campus and Carry 
on Doctors. The first of the 
new films is due next year. 


Warner Bros must have 
been checking out the 
comments under YouTube 
Suicide Squad trailers. 

The character of Harley 
Quinn (Margot Robbie, see 
below) has been attracting 
the most, er, ‘discussion’. 
She’s now set to headline her 
own film full of DC s female 
heroes and villains, with the 
Birds of Prey and Batgirl 
also mooted for inclusion. 



Incidentally, the original 
plan for Iron Man 3 was 
to have a female villain. 

Until Marvel vetoed the idea. 
Director Shane Black said 
he received the news by 
corporate America’s favourite 
communication method: 
the memo. The reason? 
Concerns over action figure 
toy sales. Sigh... 

denofgeek.com 


FOCUS 

Tumingthespotlight on 

investigative reporting 


T his year’s Best 
Picture winner 
at the Oscars, 
Spotlight, focused 
on child abuse 
by priests, and the Catholic 
Church’s attempts to cover up 
the scandal. Walter ‘Robby’ 
Robinson, played by Michael 
Keaton in the film, won 
a Pulitzer Prize for the 
work his team did at The 
Boston Globe. At a time 
when newspapers are 
haemorrhaging readers 
and staff (though The 
Big Issue is bucking the 
trend, reporting a year 
on year increase in sales 
over 2015), Robinson 
talks about the legacy 
of the investigation and 
how the consequences 
of a weakened press are 
being played out in the 
presidential campaign... 

The Big Issue: Your 
investigation into priests 
in Boston found that six per 
cent of them had abused 
children. Is that a figure 
applicable across other 
parts of the world? 

Walter Robinson: Six per cent 
was a low figure. When we 
finished in Boston we had 
found that the number was 
close to 10 per cent. In a lot 
of countries, such as in Latin 
America where sometimes 
you can’t tell the difference 
between the Church and the 
state, it’s as if no priest ever 
abused a child. That’s true in 
Buenos Aires, where the Pope 
was the Cardinal Archbishop, 
they have admitted to 
virtually nothing. I don’t know 
what the numbers are in the 
UK but I wonder if the Church 
has fully disclosed the extent 
of this - most institutions 
have tried to keep this hidden. 

What would have happened 
if your investigation hadn’t 
uncovered this story? I’d like 


to flunk somebody else would 
have stumbled on it but I don’t 
know if anybody would have. 
The work we did then, the 
work other news organisations 
did, probably saved thousands 
of children getting abused. But 
that doesn’t mean the problem 
has gone away. 


When most newspapers 
are losing readers and 
some are closing, is there 
a sustainable model that 
can support investigative 
reporting? It maybe possible 
but nobody’s found the secret 
sauce. My own newspaper, The 
Boston Globe, had 550 people 
in the newsroom in 2001 and 
now we have 300 - and we’re 
better off than most. There are 
a lot of beats we used to cover 
that we don’t any more. 

Job cuts at The Globe 
started at the same time as 
your investigation, which 
involved four journalists 
working for five months 
in secret. Were questions 
asked about resources you 
were using? The Globe still 
has an investigative team 
and it’s actually a little bit 
bigger than it was. Look, if 
you ask readers what they 
find most important in the 
paper they almost always say 
investigative reporting, so if 
you stop doing it you’re giving 


readers yet another reason to 
go elsewhere. It seems to me 
editors and publishers have 
made some foolish decisions 
about what to cut. 

Is the age of investigative 
reporting over? It’s in a 
state of diminished capacity. 
It’s true because a lot of 
papers don’t do this work 
any more but it’s also the 
case there are so many 
investigative tools readily 
available to anyone who 
has internet. It makes 
investigative reporting 
easier and quicker to 
do now. But a lot of 
newspapers that used to 
do investigative reporting 
no longer do it. And that’s 
a shame. 

Is it a crucial 
part of a functioning 
democracy? 

Investigative reporting holds 
important public institutions 
and public figures accountable 
- if the press doesn’t do that 
nobody will. How can you 
make an informed decision in 
a democracy unless you have 
reliable information? I think, 
frankly, that the US is in a 
bit of a political crisis in our 
presidential politics because 
many, many voters are acting 
without having really good 
reporting to rely on. 

Why has this happened? 

The main culprit is the 
internet, which has robbed 
news organisations of 
reporters who used to do 
investigative reporting. 

We have a public that has 
never been well informed 
but is now ill-informed. As a 
consequence, it’s easier for 
political charlatans to appeal 
to the public. 

Spotlight is on DVD and Blu-ray 

Words: Steven MacKenzie 
@stevenmackenzie 



Michael Keaton played Walter Robinson (right) in Spotlight 
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EMPIRE 


Sexy, outrageous, insane... 
it’s the Black Dynasty 


T his is supposed to be the golden 
age of TV drama, where the hip 
shows are all about slow-burn 
plots and contemplative character¬ 
isation. It’s great and all that but 
sometimes you wouldn’t mind 
watching something where, you know, 
more stuff happened. Well, good news: 
there is a show called Empire where 
crazy shit happens non-stop. I’m a bit 
late to this party and, to be honest, 
feel a bit of a dickhead for wasting 
all that time watching boring old 
House of Cards where I could have 
been marvelling at Empire. 

Probably the simplest way of 
describing Empire is Black Dynasty. 
It harks back to 
unapologetically 
glamorous ’80s 
soaps, where plot 
progression was 
not deemed such a 
cheap vulgarity as 
it is today. Empire, 
like Dynasty and 
Dallas before it, is all about big, wacky, 
jaw-dropping stuff happening in each 
and every minute of each and every 
scene of each and every episode. 

Someone is almost always fighting, 
shagging, dying or crying. The show 
surrounds Empire records, a hit label 
set up by former R’n’B star turned 
mogul Lucious Lyon. Lucious is a 
pompous arsehole who, like every great 
anti-hero, is preoccupied only with his 
own financial and sexual gratification. 

He has three sons who he plays off 
against each other in a contest to win 
his approval: one is a bitter suit with 
bipolar; one is a gay R’n’B troubadour; 


the other is a trash-talking rap star. 
All of them double, triple and quad¬ 
ruple cross each other incessantly; 
the maze of duplicity is so complex you 
never really understand what’s going 
on but it doesn’t matter much. 

All the action takes place in rooms 
with furniture made out of marble, 
gold and fine leather. The wardrobes 
represent the most sensationally glam 
collections of clobber since Buck Rogers 
in the 25th Century was last on our 
screens. But the real cherry on this 
cake is Lucious’ jailbird ex-wife 
Cookie who has just done 17 years in 
the joint and is back to claim what’s 
hers. Think Alexis Colby meets 
Beyonce and you 
are somewhere 
close. Sexy, badass, 
outrageous and 
insane - Cookie 
Lyon is one of the 
greatest TV char¬ 
acters of all time. 
In one scene she 
turns up at the engagement party of 
her ex in full lingerie and confronts her 
love rival by slapping her own behind 
and shouting: “Now THAT’S an ass!” 

Empire is bizarre and relentless and 
exciting and preposterous. It is the 
perfect antidote to the trendy bollocks 
your friends are trying to get you to 
watch on Netflix. They say that broad¬ 
casting Dallas to the Eastern Bloc was 
what brought down communism. 
They should show Empire in Syria 
- Isis wouldn’t last five minutes. 

Empire , Mondays, 10pm, E4 

Words: Sam Delaney @DelaneyMan 


“Think Alexis 
Colby meets 
Beyonce and 
you are close” 



BULLDOG 

SPIRIT 


Jutland 1916: 

WWI’s Greatest 
Sea Battle (until 2018, 
Greenwich, London; 
rmg.co.uk) tells the 
story of the largest 
naval conflict of the 
Great War, where 279 
British and German 
ships clashed and 
more than 8,500 lives 
were lost. As neither 
side scored a decisive 
victory, it has cast a 
long shadow over 
both World War One 
and the 20th century. 

From 100 years to 
1000 years ago, 
the self-explanatory 
1000 Years of History 
at Nottingham Castle 
(May 30-June 3, 
Nottingham; 
nottinghamcastle.org. 
uk) tells the story 
of the castle that is 
interwoven with Robin 
Hood mythology but 
has a much richer 
story beyond that. 

Staying in the 
Midlands but 
changing gear, 


Turning to See: 

From Van Dyck 
to Lucian Freud 

(May 28-September 4, 
Birmingham; 
birminghammuseums. 
org.uk) sees curator 
John Stezaker explore 
“concepts of physical 
and metaphorical 
turning in portraiture”. 



The curator uses 
Sir Anthony 
van Dyck’s final 
self-portrait in 
1640 (above) as 
the springboard to 
consider how the 
picture influenced 
portraiture ever since. 

More art, but of a 
more contemporary 
nature, is at Clive 
Wright: A Sideways 
Look. It is the artists 
15th solo exhibition 
and shows how his 
infatuation with 
Europe and Asia 
shaped his aesthetic 
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outlook (May 25- 
June 11, Oxford; 
thenorthwall.com). 

From distant lands 
to distant planets, 
Above and Beyond 
(May 27-August 29, 
Greenwich, London; 
rmg.co.uk) is an 
interactive exhibition 
that showcases 
aerospace innovation, 
design and technology. 
There are simulations 
as well as virtual- 
reality experiences 
to let you trick yourself 
into believing you 
have briefly left the 
Earth’s orbit. 

Another form 
of lift-off could, 
if you’re lucky, 
be found at the 
Dot to Dot Festival 
(May 29, Nottingham; 
dottodotfestival.co.uk), 
which will have been 
to Manchester and 
Bristol on the two 
preceding days. 
Running since 2005, 
the festival prides itself 
on discovering new 
acts before they 
make it big; acts like 
The xx, Mumford 
and Sons, Florence 
+ The Machine and 



Ed Sheeran. Among 
the performers 
this year are Little 
Green Cars, 
Sundara Karma and 
Rat Boy (above). 

In the capital you 
can lurch - but 
hopefully not 
stumble - between 
two very different 
events. London 
Wine Week 
features tastings, 
masterclasses, 
tours and more 
(until May 29, 
various locations, 
drinkup.london). 
Then there’s the 
Chelsea Flower 
Show (May 24-28, 
Chelsea; rhs.org. 
uk), where the best 
in floristry have 
been on display 
annually since 1912. 
Be careful you don’t 
get your bouquets 
mixed up. 

Eamonn Forde 
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MUSIC 


ROCK & POP 



RADIOHEAD / GRATEFUL DEAD 


Head and shoulders 
above the rest 



R adiohead throw into sharp 
relief so much that other bands 
increasingly are not in the 21st 
century. Namely, clever and 
fiercely independent individuals unwilling 
to simply imitate when they can try to 
innovate, nor merely accept the narrow 
contours of the digital era music industry 
when they can instead help broaden and 
define them. 

The annoyance for a lot of fans - 
certainly many of the eight million who 
bought 1997’s OK Computer, and some of 
those who stuck around for its curveball 
follow-up, 2000’s Kid A, the 
so-called “weirdest album to 
ever sell a million copies” - has 
been their tendency to treat 
melodies and hooks as if 
somehow antithetical to their 
sophisticated cause. The 
Oxford five-piece’s difficult 
last record, 201Ts The King 
of Limbs, made Kid A sound 
like New Kids on the Block. 

Its follow-up, A Moon Shaped 
Pool, is instantly much more gratifying, 
while its release oozed class. Where so many 
new records days are trailered with obnox¬ 
ious outpourings of content. Radiohead’s 
was preceded by near radio silence. They 
wiped their website and social media 
channels then released a series of cryptic 
teasers, behind which came the album 
with minimal fanfare on a Sunday teatime. 
This is yet another example of their mastery 
of the short-notice digital drop that began 
with 2007’s In Rainbows, now adopted by 
artists from Beyonce to James Blake. 

Radiohead’s rejected theme tune for the 
last James Bond film Spectre, which was 
given away free on Christmas Day, proves 


to have been a revealing outrider for A Moon 
Shaped Pool, with its orchestral sweep. 
Opener Burn the Witch, which dates back 
to sessions for Kid A, dances on staccato 
strings and a probing bass pattern reminis¬ 
cent of OK Computer's Airbag. That’s not 
the only gently self-referential touch. 
Daydreaming recycles a melody from Kid 
A’s Motion Picture Soundtrack, while a 
beautifully retooled version of one of their 
most treasured rarities, True Love Waits, 
a 20-year-old song only featured on a live 
album, makes for a devastatingly sad and 
pretty end to the LP. Touching obliquely on 
subjects from the refugee crisis 
to singer Thom Yorke’s divorce, 
it’s the most reflective and human 
album Radiohead have made in 
more than a decade. 

Set aside a large part of your 
day to listen to Day of the Dead, 
a whopping 59-track tribute 
to Grateful Dead, curated by 
The National’s Aaron and Bryce 
Dessner. Released in aid of HIV 
and Aids charity Red Hot 
Organization, it features the likes of The 
War on Drugs, Anohni, Wilco, Mumford & 
Sons, Jenny Lewis, Courtney Barnett, 
Bonnie 'Prince’ Billy. The Californian hippie 
icons’ vast back catalogue prove a rich play¬ 
ground for such a diverse swathe of artists. 
The War on Drugs’ psych-frazzled AOR take 
on Touch of Grey could practically be an 
outtake from their last album Lost in the 
Dream. The National’s rousing live perform¬ 
ance of I Know You Rider, featuring Grateful 
Dead founder member Bob Weir, is worth 
almost six hours of listening to get to 
whether you’re a Deadhead or not. 

Words: Malcolm Jack @MBJack 



Dead grateful: Day of the 
Dead is a tribute album 
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Czech Music Direct 



liu/tll 


Oech Philharmonic: Orchestra 
Ondfej Vrabec 


In Prague’s Rudolfinum the Czech 
Philharmonic Orchestra recorded Four 
Symphonies by British composer Andrew 
Downes. Czech label Artesmon present 
these amazing works on Two CDs plus an All 
Region DVD-Music, Pleasure, Hope—going 
backstage at the recording sessions. 

AS 744-2 Symphonies are available to download 

www.czecheverything.co.uk 

cmd@czecheverything.co.uk HU 

Tel: +44 020 8346 0088 " * 


pewterhooter 



103cm long necklace made 
with pastel Coloured channel 
crystal from SWAROVSKI® 
Rhodium Plated. 
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Available from amazon.co.uk 
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READERS REQUIRED \AI 

Can you spot misteaks? Proofreaders and editors wo k from\ 
home and urn up to £26ph, part- or full-thyme. Work on books, 
websites, brochures and moor! Fun, rewarding, flexible wok. \ 

S 25 years of training expedience \ 

S Distance-leaning courses 
S Face-to-face seminar options 
S Advice and support with your new career 
Qualify and start earning money within weeks. 

Call Chapterhouse now for a fiendly chat! 

Discounts available this moth. 

0800 328 8396 

enquiries@chapterhousepublishing.com 

www.chapterhousepublishing.com 



Wildlife. For jA.II 

a deeper approach to nature conservation 



Do you care? Are you searching for 
that “something more”? 

The Wildlife For All Trust is an environmental charity with a unique 
approach. 

Like many other organisations, we work to conserve endangered 
species and habitats. Unlike other organisations, we put a lot of 
emphasis on tackling human problems such as greed, selfishness, 
and the “me, me, me”mentality. We train our team to understand 
how these psychological factors have a huge impact on the success 
or failure of nature conservation projects. 

The key to the causes of our environmental problems, and to any 
realistic chance of overcoming them, lies in changing the way we 
think about the world around us. If this deeper approach appeals to 
you, there is a chance to get involved with our work, which includes 
nature reserves in Sussex and South Africa. We all purposely work 
on a non-paid basis. 

We will be holding interviews on Tuesday 14th June. 

This is a real opportunity to help make a difference. 

See www.wildlifeforall.org for further details, including how to 
apply for an interview. 

British Registered Charity No. 1006174 


THE BIG ISSUE / p38 / May 23-29 2016 





















ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED 


To advertise: Jenny Bryan / jennifer_bryan@dennis.co.uk 



Mindfulness retreats 

Restore, reflect & reconnect on the Sharpham Estate, in Devon 


.The 




Sharpham 


TRUST 


Beginners’ mindfulness, yoga & walking retreats in Sharpham House 
Retreats in the Buddhist tradition at our renowned Barn Retreat Centre 
Nature Connection retreats in our peaceful woodland 


'It would be difficult to find a more ideal setting fora retreat' 

01803 732542 * bookings@sharphamtrust.org 

www.sharphamtrust.org fi S^®SharphamTrust 

Sharpham House, Ashprington, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7UT 



Re-Vitalise 

Mindfulness Programme 



Developing your mindfulness practise through Tai Chi, Yoga and Meditation 

For Beginners & Experienced 

Find time and space in your busy life, to learn to unwind and concentrate on what 
matters. Tai Chi, Yoga and meditation. We take you through the foundations of these 
amazing mental and physical disciplines. Full board retreats, online membership and 
video and audio instruction. Come and leam the fundamentals of these fascinating 
arts. 

Call 0800 0191635 


email: andy.spragg@re-vitalise.co.uk Web: www.re-vitalise.co.uk 
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UNFAIR DISMISSAL ... 

To advertise 

DISCRIMINATION. 

REDUNDANCY. 

EMPLOYMENT TRIBUNALS 

OWED WAGES... 

here 

call 

CONTRACT DISPUTES 

Pinnae!^ 

PARTNERSHIP 

FOR SPECIALIST ADVICE ON ALL YOUR 
EMPLOYMENT LAW DISPUTES 


Jenny 

For companies & individual clients alike 

NO WIN NO FEE AVAILABLE 

Assistance with Tribunal Fees and Fee Remission 

on 

CALL 0330 323 0435 for a free initial consultation 

www.DinnacleDartnershiD.co.uk 

0207 907 6635 

THE PINNACLE PARTNERSHIP IS REGULATED BY THE CLAIMS MANAGEMENT 
REGULATOR IN RESPECT OF REGULATED CLAIMS MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 


The Socialist Party 

aims at building a moneyless world community based 
on common ownership and democratic control with production solely 
for use not profit It opposes all leadership, all war 
For 3 FREE issues of our monthly Socialist Standard write to; 

The Socialist Party I8U. 52 Clapham High Street London SW4 7UN 
www. wort dSOCi al i sm.org/bi 

Author looking for true stories! 

If you have lived in the street and made it back into society or were told by your 
parents that you were no good, or by your teachers, and proved them wrong by 
achieving something in life they thought you could not. 

Please email me your story: 

I will pay £10 per story that we use and £20 per interview if we ask you after your story if 
you would like to be interviewed. 

Astridl @o2email.co.uk 





Order at www.redmolotov.com ^ 

Over 1800 original t-shirt designs j 
Men’s, women s and kids’, up to 5 XL 


OPEN EVENING 




therapy 


For over 45 years, WPF 
Therapy has maintained an 
excellent reputation for high 
quality counselling and 
psychotherapy courses. make a change 

You might be looking for a certificate course to help you 
change career, enhance your work performance or for 
personal development; or maybe you are ready for an 
accredited training. Don't just wonder, use our expertise 
and experience to help you find the right course by 
booking a place on our 


FREE INTRODUCTORY SEMINAR 
Friday 3rd June, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 
Ring 020 7378 2051 to book a place 


Seminars will cover 

• Introduction to Counselling 
and Psychotherapy 
(Certificate in Counselling 
Skills) 

• Postgraduate Diploma /MA 
in Psychodynamic Theory 
and Practice 

(BACP accrd., BPC reg., UKCP reg.) 

Apply now for August 2016 Certificate Start 

WPF Therapy, 23 Magdalen Street, London SE1 2EN 
training@wpf.org.uk, www.wpf.org.uk 

Charity No. 273434 Company No. 1214251 



Over 250 Superb Holiday 
Properties in the Heart of 
St Ives, Cornwall... 

StlVGS 

H lidays 



www.StlvesHolidaYs.com 

01736 794686 moil@stivesholidoys.com 
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ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED 


To advertise: Jenny Bryan / jennifer_bryan@dennis.co.uk 



Let's make this the last summer 
of unfair tourist chocolate 



A selection of attractions already 
supporting Fairtrade with our bars 


The problem - UK Tourist attractions usually have a 
shop selling non Fairtrade souvenir chocolate bars 
with a picture or the name of the attraction on the 
wrapper. 

Venues including royal palaces, castles, museums, parks 
and zoos are not using the Fairtrade options available. 

The solution - Fair Tourism Bar Campaign 

It's time that the UK's top tourist attractions switched 
their souvenir chocolate to a certified Fairtrade blend. 

The Fair Tourism Bar Campaign will achieve this change - 
aiming to make this the last summer of unfair tourist 
chocolate sold in UK attractions. 


It can be done. Customers did something similar in the 
1980s by putting pressure on supermarkets and convincing 
them to stock Fairtrade products or switch their own 
brands to Fairtrade. 


Join the campaign - Change.org petition, nominate an 
attraction at the campaign website or write, message or 
Facebook your favourite attraction asking them to make 
the switch to fair tourist bars. 


Ask your favourite attraction to sign up! 

Join the campaign at www.FairTouristBars.uk 


* Th*, 

f Meaningful | 
\ Chocolate , 


FAIRTRADE 







The Government hates social housing, despises council houses and 
is selling them off as fast as it can. 40 per cent of those sold already are 
in the hands of buy-to-let landlords (including many Tory MPs) who relet 
at three times the rent. 


Britain needs more council houses. We’re building them with a strong asset 
lock to prevent selling to speculators. Invest in us in the people’s revolution. 


AEOBhousepeople.org.uk 
Facebook: AEOBhousepeople 
3 Windsor Terrace, Bristol BS8 4LW 

Tel: 0117 926 5931 


Had enough 
of the Brexit 
debate? 

Tired of the posturing 
politicians, mumbling 
misfits, earnest 
economists, ambivalent 
analysts, stacked 
statistics and boring 
books? 

There is a cure - read 
the novel. Can't find a 
good novel about the 
Brexit? Well here it is. 

On June 23 the UK makes its big decision and the result is a 
cliff hanger. Is it valid or not? The phony war breaks out into 
the open. 

This action packed political thriller features inept 
and corrupt politicians, starry eyed idealists, suicide 
bombers, ruthless big business, demos, anarchy, Russian 
agents, kidnappings, sexual predators - and boating on 
The Thames. 

Amid the chaos what can the government do? 

'The Brexit Wars' is available now on 
Amazon (e-book Or paperback): 
http://amzn.to/1Z0bpMJ 


Si CARfiRJl WHAT ¥DU WEH 


THE BREXIT WARS 
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F9LK by Tnc ?AK 

HATFIELD HOUSE, HERTS, SUNDAY 24 JULY 2016 

A festival of folk's finest acts gathered in beautiful 
leafy parkland for one uplifting summer day of music. 

AFRO CELT SOUND SYSTEM 


CARA DILLON & FRIENDS 

LAU 


FALSE LIGHTS 


SWEET LIBERTIES 

MARTIN SIMPSON & DOM FLEMONS 
EMILY PORTMAN & THE CORACLE BAND 


Mr 


AC9RM STAGE 

CALAN • LYNCHED • CARDBOARD FOX 
THE RHEINGANS SISTERS • KELLY OLIVER 
LONDON YOUTH FOLK ENSEMBLE 


BRING A BOTTLE AND A PICNIC! 
Family friendly • Craft tent 
Music stalls • Recycled gifts 
Delicious food stalls • Real ale bar 
Children's activities 
Storytelling 


In aid of 


t willow 

dcyi 1r» Wvtdifi y di yftvg ndulh 
Registered charity no. 1106746 


Follow us on: 

□s 


WWW.FOLKBYTHEOAK.COM 


OR CALL THE BOX OFFICE ON: 01432 355 416 






Writing — A Job with All 
Sorts of Opportunities 
for All Kinds of People 


by Phil Busby 

Do you fancy a challenge? What about the 
chance to make some money, get VIP access 
to major sporting and cultural events, or 
free holidays abroad? How would you like to 
look in the mirror and say, “Yeah -1 did it!” 

Well then, writing might be just up your street. 

People have some funny ideas about writing. 
As a profession, it’s not just for ‘special’ folk. 
Anyone can do it. If you love words, and 
stories, and you’re not afraid of hard work, 
that’s all you need. 

For the last 27 years “My tutor was lovely, 
The Writers Bureau encouraging and 
has been helping offered me great 
new writers get constructive criticism. ” 
started in the 

business. Writers like Louise Kennedy, who 
struck gold when she started blogging about 
her life on a boat from the viewpoint of... her 
cat. Baily Boat Cat was picked up by a major 
publisher and turned into a book which now 


sells world wide. “The Writers Bureau has given 
me the confidence to follow my dreams,” 
Louise says. “My tutor was lovely, encouraging 
and offered me great constructive criticism.” 

Another WB student, Martin Read, wanted to 
keep active in his retirement and his writing led 
to a great little bonus. “As a result of my cricket 
articles, I have been elected into The Cricket 
Writers Club - an organisation that counts 
experienced journalists among its members. 
One of the perks of this membership is a press 
card that gives me entry into all of England’s 
cricket stadium press boxes.” And there are not 
many that get in there. 

Then there’s Jacqueline Jaynes, who just loves 
to travel: “The Writers Bureau course has done 
everything I hoped it would and more. There 
was a clear progression through chapters so 
that my writing skills and confidence grew 
steadily with feedback from my tutor. The 
market research activities were invaluable for 



Martin Read 


opening up potential new avenues for 
publication.” 

Those new avenues led to a travel website 
where Jacqueline started writing short articles. 
Soon she was asked to join the team, and now 
she and her husband get expenses paid trips all 
over the world in exchange for reviews! 

These are just some of the many inspirational 
true stories from Writers Bureau students. And 
there’s no reason why you shouldn’t join them. 
Who knows, this time next year I could be 
writing about your success. With a 15-day trial 
and money back guarantee, there’s nothing to 
lose and potentially a whole new life to gain. 
So why not visit the website at 
www.writersbureau.com or call Freephone 
0800 856 2008 for more information? 



As a freelance writer, you can earn very good 
money in your spare time, writing the stories, 
articles, books, scripts etc that editors and 
publishers want. Millions of pounds are paid 
annually in fees and royalties. Earning your 
share can be fun, profitable and creatively 
most fulfilling. 


To help you become a successful writer we 
offer you a first-class, home-study course from 
professional writers - with individual guidance 
from expert tutors and flexible tuition tailored 
to your own requirements. You are shown how 
to make the most of your abilities, where to 
find ideas, how to turn them into publishable 
writing and how to sell them. In short, we 
show you exactly how to become a published 
writer. If you want writing success - this is the 
way to start! 


Whatever your writing ambitions, we can help 
you to achieve them. For we give you an 
effective, stimulating and most enjoyable 
creative writing course... appreciated by 
students and acclaimed by experts. 

It's ideal for beginners. No previous experience 
or special background is required. You write 



and study at your own pace - you do not have 
to rush. Many others have been successful 
this way. If they can do it - why can't you? 

We are so confident that we can help you 
become a published writer that we give you a 
full refund guarantee. If you have not earned 
your course fees from published writing by the 
time you finish the course, we will refund them 
in full. 

If you want to be a writer start by requesting a 
free copy of our prospectus 'Write and be 
Published'. Please call our freephone number 
or visit our website NOW! 

COURSE FEATURES 

• 27 FACT-PACKED MODULES 

• 2 SPECIALIST SUPPLEMENTS 

• 20 WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

• ADVISORY SERVICE 

• TUTORIAL SUPPORT 

• FLEXIBLE STUDY PROGRAMME 

• STUDENT COMMUNITY AREA 

• HOWTO PRESENT YOUR WORK 

• HOW TO SELL YOUR WRITING 

• 15 DAY TRIAL PERIOD 

• FULL REFUND GUARANTEE 


Get Your FREE PROSPECTUS Today! 

0800 850 2008 

FREEPHONE 24 HOURS Quote: SZ23516 

www.writersbureau.com 



Rachel Dove “I won the 2015 Flirty Fiction Prima 
Magazine and Mills and Boon competition. The prize was 
£500, and the chance to work with Mills and Boon on my 
book which came out in April 2016. 

“Also I have three stories in three anthologies with other 
authors - we’ve raised almost £ 2,000 for cancer charities” 


George Stewart “I am delighted to tell everyone that 
the course is everything it says on the tin, excellent! I 
have wanted to write for years, and this course took me 
by the hand and helped me turn my scribblings into 
something much more professional. I am delighted that 
my writing is being published and I am actually 
being paid. All thanks to the Comprehensive Creative 
Writing course.” 




Katherine Kavanagh “I have been publishing my own 
website for circus critique. This work has led to recognition 
in my field, with work offers ranging from writing book 
reviews for scholarly journals to running master classes for 
young people. I have had two paid writing residencies at 
festivals this year and have been employed to write tweets. 
Payments total £2575, plus expenses for travel, tickets to 
events and payments in kind in the form of review copy 
books.” 


YES! Please send me free details on how to become 
a successful, freelance writer. 

I 

| NAME. 

| ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE 


EMAIL. 

Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG 

The Writers Bureau 

DeptSZ23516 
Manchester, M3 1LE 


RTRUSTPILOT 




luL 


www.facebook.com/writersbureau 

www.twitter.com/writersbureau 


email: 16Wl@writersbureau.com 
Please include your name and address 


Members of BILD and ABCC 
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i The Isle of Wight is one of Blighty’s best-loved festivals with a 
I history that reaches back over 45 years to the counter-cultural 
\ heyday of the late 1960s and the 1970 festival immortalised 
; on film. And this years line-up lives up to its legendary status 
! with The Who, Queen, Faithless and Stereophonies headlining, 

: alongside a stellar bill of stars past, present and future. 

i The festival runs June 9-12 on the sunny Isle of Wight, accessible 
j by ferry services from Southampton, Portsmouth, Lymington 
i and Southsea. As well as the fantastic line-up on the main stage, 
j there’s a huge variety of additional entertainment and fabulous 
j eating and drinking spots throughout the site. 

Weekend tickets start at £195 each. We have five pairs 
: to be won. Plus one very lucky winner will receive a pair 
: of VIP tickets worth £550 each! These include access to 
] the VIP lounge with its own bar, food stalls, private toilets, 

\ garden area and comfy sofas, mobile phone chargers, a pamper 
: parlour and direct access to the festival arena, plus the Big Top 
l backstage bar, open from Thursday to Sunday. 

! To find out more about all the packages on offer and the full 
i line-up see isleofwightfestival.com. And to enter tell us: With 
: which legendary rock band does Pete Townshend play? 


Still time to win... 

ROOBARB & CUSTARD ON DVD: 
THE COMPLETE COLLECTION 

Our competition to win all the episodes featuring anarchic cat and 
dog cartoon favourites Roobarb and Custard is still open online. 

The DVD includes all 30 episodes from the 1974 original series, 
plus 39 episodes from the 2005 reboot, Roobarb and Custard Too. 


Send your answers 

with ISLE OF WIGHT 

as the subject to 
competitions@bigissue.com 
or post to The Big Issue, 

43 Bath Street, Glasgow, 

G2 iHW. Include your name 
and address. Closing date is 
Friday, June 3. Include OPT 
OUT if you don’t want to 
receive updates from The 
Big Issue. We will not pass 
your details to any third 
party. For full T&Cs see 
bigissue.com 


Enter at bigissue.com/mix/competitions 
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GAMES & PUZZLES 


SUDOKU 



There is just one simple rule 
in sudoku: each row, column 
and 3x3 box must contain 
the numbers one to nine. 

This is a logic puzzle and you 
should not need to guess. 
The solution will be revealed 
next week. 


ISSUE 1205 SOLUTION 
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7 3 t 

1 3 i 4 
a ' 7 ' 5 
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2 7 1 
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SPOT THE BALL 

-▼- 



12345 6789 10 


1 12345 6789 10 1 

U — ^ — — — — — — — — — ^ — — — — — — — — — ^4 


To win The Racer by David Millar, mark where 
you think the ball is, cut out and send to: Spot 
the Ball (1206), 2nd fir, 43 Bath St, Glasgow, 
G2 iHW, by May 31. Include name, address, 
phone no. Enter by email: send grid position 
(eg Al) to competitions@bigissue.com. Issue 
1204 winner: Clare Martin from Oxfordshire. 




Spot 
the Ball 
revealed: 


Spurs 

Stoke, 

1976) 


PRIZE CROSSWORD 



6 . 


8 . 


9. 


CRYPTIC CLUES 


Across 

I. The last one in 
the team? (8) 

Ready to tackle 
any sport? (4) 

Not in favour of 
a drink (4) 

Set of vanes to turn 
by the factory (8) 

10. Pass party speech on 
working together (13) 

II. It sounds as if it 
could be what makes 
the door stick! (4) 

13. Sued possibly for 
club subscriptions (4) 

17. Sympathetic official 
at the employment 
exchange? (4,9) 

20. Making a quick 
turnround (8) 

21. Jumps in the fields 
of Kent? (4) 

22. In principle Vyvyan 
extracted tax (4) 

23. Girl, Dee, struggling 
before end of day in a 


voracious manner (8) 


To win a Chambers Dictionary, send completed crosswords (either cryptic 
or quick) to: The Big Issue Crossword (1206), second floor, 43 Bath Street, 
Glasgow, G2 iHW by May 31. Include your name, address and phone 
number. Issue 1204 winner is Mrs L Taylor from Aberdeen. 


Down 

Is this where a young 
lady coming up with 
nothing on might 
take a dip? (6) 

I’ll take lead first 
with a tropical 
climbing plant (7) 
Bwana upset 
Moslem prince (5) 

In outskirts of 
Hatfield could be 
under a century (7) 
Fill the stomach in 
the morning with 
the entire range (5) 
Poetwhoisput 
before economist 
in the new town (6) 

12. Expressing a 
reservation (7) 

14. Having a connection 
with the land (7) 

15. Pair found learner 
in the sports car (6) 

16. Chummy 
correspondent? (3,3) 

18. Bright star over 
New York (5) 

19. In Corfu guests 
heard the music (5) 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


QUICK CLUES 


Across 

1 . 

6 . 

8 . 


Clipping into shape (8) 
Snug (4) 

Served a 
nonreturnable shot (4) 

9. Mournful (8) 

10. Awareness in 
advance (13) 

11. Leave out (4) 

13. Small fishing boat (4) 

17. Having power 
or control (13) 

20. Novice (8) 

21. Aperture (4) 

22. Bird’s bill (4) 

23. Carried to excess (8) 

Down 

2. Estimate (6) 

3. Opposite of weekend (7) 

4. As a joke (2,3) 

5. Aisle (7) 

6. Bend (5) 

7. Having unkempt hair (6) 

12. Jamaica pepper (7) 

14. Observed closely (7) 

15. Mourn (6) 

16. Unpleasant sprite (6) 

18. Imbibe (5) 

19. Cool courage (5) 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


Issue 1205 solution 

CRYPTIC: Across -1 Choose; 4 Patchy; 9 Premier; 10 India; 11 Impromptu; 12 Cat; 13 Toffee apple; 18 Roe; 19 Filtrated; 21 Moose; 22 Nairobi; 23 Postal; 

24 Planet. Down -1 Cup-tie; 2 One-up; 3 Slip off; 5 Adieu; 6 Codicil; 7 Yeasty; 8 Drop me a line; 14 Onerous; 15 Partial; 16 Drum up; 17 Adrift; 19 Freda; 20 Thorn. 
QUICK: Across -1 Whence; 4 Stop up; 9 Inverse; 10 Polar; 11 Sprinkled; 12 Gnu; 13 Withdrawing; 18 Can; 19 Chequered; 21 China; 22 Endwise; 23 Panama; 

24 Advert. Down -1 Whimsy; 2 Elver; 3 Corinth; 5 Typed; 6 Polygon; 7 Porous; 8 Well-ordered; 14 Inn sign; 15 Wounded; 16 Icecap; 17 Oddest; 19 Claim; 20 Raise. 
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MY PITCH 



Sean Hodgkinson, 48 

OUTSIDE WH SMITH, CHIPPING NORTON 

‘1 shouted over to David Cameron to see 
if he’d sign a magazine. And he did” 


FACTS ABOUT ME... 

IF I WON THE LOTTERY 

I’d buy a plot of land and a load 
of caravans so homeless people 
would have a roof over their 
heads. I’d fund some really good 
services for them right next door. 

MY FAVOURITE ALBUM 

Pink Floyds The Dark Side of the 
Moon. I loved that album when 
I owned records a long time ago. 
Recently I’ve been able to listen 
to Floyd, Led Zeppelin and 
Jimi Hendrix again on my mobile. 


ON MY 
PITCH. 

I’m outside WH Smith! 
from 8.30am until 
2pm, Mondays 
to Fridays. 


I ’ve been selling the 
magazine here for three 
years. It’s gone really well 
- it’s a nice part of the world. 
My regular customers have 
helped me get back on my feet. 

People know Chipping 
Norton because Jeremy 
Clarkson and the guy from 
Blur live here. I haven’t met 
them but I have met the Prime 
Minister, David Cameron. 

He was out campaigning one 
day during the last election. 

He walked past me with a big 
bunch of people. I shouted to 
him and asked him to sign one 
of my magazines. And he did 
- he came over, said hello and 
signed one. 'Best wishes, David 
Cameron.’ I’ve kept that copy. 

There’s a good bunch of 
people here. Everyone in the 
village loves my dogs Menace 
and Sweep. Menace is a mastiff 
cross-Staff and I gave him that 


name because he was always 
tearing around, full of beans. 
He was a handful but in a good 
way - a very good-natured dog. 

Sweep is Menace’s 
daughter. Everyone thought 
she was lovely as a pup but 
she’s getting quite big now. 

I called her Sweep because a 
pal of mine noticed she looked 
like the kids’ TV puppet. 

There’s nothing I like better 
than going on a long walk with 
my dogs. There’s no shortage of 
good walks in the Cotswolds. 

I came to this part of the world 
in 2002.1 came to Oxford and 
I was really down on my luck. I 
slept rough on the streets there 
for quite a long time. I liked the 
city but I didn’t like staying in 
the hostels. I slept in a tent 
there for about six months. 

When I came to Chipping 
Norton my luck turned. I got 
a place to stay in a caravan. 


And selling the magazine put 
some money in my pocket 
and helped me get things in 
perspective. Recently I found 
a little flat to live in. I’m very 
happy with it, though it’s taken 
a while to get on top of bills 
and adjust to finally having a 
roof over my head again. 

I was really grateful for the 
help I got from The Big Issue 
Foundation, so I took part in 
the Night Walk. A big group 
of supporters walk through 
London - a chance for them to 
talk to some vendors and find 
out more about homelessness. 
It was good fun and I hope 
people learned something. 

I’ve moved around a bit but 
I’ve finally found somewhere 
where things have clicked. 

I’m very happy where I am. 


Interview: Adam Forrest 
Photo: Siobhan Walden 
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f /luchitomexico 0/granluchito 


KICK START 
YOUR DAY! 



For a dettcum tymcm brekkie 
spread our SMOKED CHILLI MAYO onto 
sourdough toast and top with mat/ted 
avocado and % poached^. 


oQmiUikleat: * 

W WHOLE 

M&Stesco ocado FQQDS amazonco.uk booths 


Gef familial with our familia at 

WWW.LUCHITO.COM 





”50% OFF 
SPRING SALE 



‘PEACEFUL’ 


£^6CL 


2000 POCKET SPRUNG MATTRESS 


1445 


\ 


‘VERONA’ £540./}^^ 

DOUBLE BED £o/D 



★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Advice 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Range 


Quality 


★ ★ ★ ★ 

Value 


■ TtAt 

Delivery 


Which? members 

’Best Mattress Retailers' survey (2015) 



THE SUNDAY TIMES 


BEST Jg RE EN COMPA NIES 

WINNERS- 4 TEARS RUNNING 


The Observer 
Ethical Retailer of the year 
Winner for 3 years 


L \/ <k* lA. £ 

HANDMADE IN LONDON — 


warrenevans.com 020 7693 8988 













